
 

 
Dupplin Solar Farm  
Pre-application consultation report  
Prepared by McDaid PR, February 2026  

McDaid Public Relations Ltd, 2-4 Salamander Place, Edinburgh, EH6 7JW I Company number SC533069 
 



Contents  
Contents​ 2 
1. Executive summary​ 3 

1.1 Summary of activity​ 4 
2. Community consultation activity​ 5 

2.1 Methven Community Council​ 5 
2.2 Elected representatives​ 5 
2.3 Local interest groups and schools​ 6 
2.4 Project website​ 6 
2.5 Public exhibitions​ 7 

2.5.1 Promotion of the public consultation events​ 8 
3. Feedback analysis​ 10 

3.1 Feedback forms​ 10 
3.2 Feedback themes​ 10 
3.3 Follow up survey: January 2026​ 11 

4. Developer’s response to feedback​ 13 
Appendices​ 16 

Letter to Methven Community Council​ 16 
Presentation to Methven Community Council (17 June 2025)​ 17 
Advertisements: August 2025​ 23 

Perthshire Advertiser (8 August 2025)​ 23 
Strathearn Herald (7 August 2025)​ 24 

Invitation to neighbours (August 2025)​ 25 
Exhibition boards (27 August 2025)​ 27 
Feedback form (August 2025)​ 32 
Presentation to Methven Community Council (4 November 2025)​ 33 
Advertisement: November 2025​ 35 

Perthshire Advertiser (21 November 2025)​ 35 
The Courier (11 November 2025)​ 36 
The Strathearn Herald (20 November 2025)​ 36 

Invitation to neighbours (November 2025)​ 37 
Exhibition material (3 December 2025)​ 39 
Feedback form (December 2025)​ 48 
Website assorted screenshots (https://www.blcenergy.com/projects/dupplin/)​ 49 
Survey by Taylor McKenzie (January 2026)​ 51 

 

 

2 
 



1.​Executive summary  
TRIO Dupplin Solar LLP (the applicant), the project company of Octopus Renewable 
Infrastructure Trust (ORIT) managed by BLC Energy, is applying to the Scottish Government’s 
Energy Consents Unit (ECU) for Dupplin Solar Farm (the proposed development), subject to the 
consenting procedures outlined in Section 36 of the Electricity Act (1989). 
 
This report details the pre-application consultation activity conducted for the proposed 
development and outlines how this satisfies the good practice guidance provided by the Scottish 
Government’s Energy Consents Unit. 
 
The proposed development comprises around 128,688 individual solar panels with a       
maximum generating capacity of 97.5 MW (and export capacity of 75 MW). The site is on land 
adjacent to the A9 and A9 – Tibbermore Road (U47) and Roman Road (C411). It is around 
4.5km from Methven and 3.1km from Broxden Roundabout. The proposal lies entirely within 
the Perth and Kinross Council area. 
This report outlines the community consultation activities undertaken by The applicant and its 
consultants from May 2025 to February 2026.   
 
The programme was designed to create meaningful engagement as outlined in SG PAN 3/2010, 
and meet the requirements of Perth and Kinross Council, the Planning Act and associated 
regulations.  
 
The document sets out the outcomes of the consultation process and how the applicant 
responded to the community’s feedback.  
 
The purpose of the community consultation was: 
 

1.​  To explain the following to local people and community representatives: 
●​ the proposed solar and BESS farm: location, size, scale and its features. NB: the 

BESS component of the proposal was removed following responses received 
from the local community during the first round of consultation.  

●​ the benefits of solar energy: how much renewable energy could be generated, 
contribution to local and national net zero targets and biodiversity  

●​ the potential impact of the solar farm on the landscape, ecology, traffic, 
hydrology, heritage and land use  

 
2.​ To strengthen the involvement of local residents and the neighbouring community at an 

early stage. This gave the project team further opportunity to provide information, answer 
questions and take account of local views before the submission of the planning 
application.  
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While there are no statutory pre-application consultation procedures for section 36 applications 
under the Electricity Act, the applicant committed to following, and exceeding where feasible, 
the Scottish Government’s good practice guidance as set out on the ECU website. 
 
1.1 Summary of activity 
 

●​ Methven Community Council was contacted by email upon the acquisition of the site by 
the applicant. Neil Lindsay, Managing Director, attended two meetings with the Methven 
Community Council on 17 June and 4 November 2025. He provided printed handouts of 
his presentation on both occasions, giving detailed updates on the second.  

●​ A Proposal of Application Notice was submitted to Perth and Kinross Council on 22 May 
2025.  

●​ A consultation website was launched (www.blcenergy.com/projects/dupplin), which 
included a project overview, location, maps, an enquiry box and a project timeline. As the 
project progressed, material from the public events was added and news updates were 
linked on the page.  

●​ Two public exhibitions were held at Methven Community Centre. The first on Wednesday 
27 August 2025 and the second on Wednesday 3 December 2025. 

●​ Two online presentations were also held on 1 September and 5 December 2025. 
●​ The events were advertised in the local media at least two weeks beforehand. Adverts 

included a description and location of the proposed development, where to find further 
information, dates and locations of the public events; how and when to submit comments 
to the applicant, and a statement that comments to the applicant were not formal 
representations to Scottish Ministers. 

●​ A leaflet invitation was delivered to households within two kilometres of the site at least 
two weeks before both events. 

●​ Feedback forms were provided at the public events and people were also invited to give 
their feedback by completing forms at the event, through an online form, by email or by 
downloading a form. Feedback identified loss of productive agricultural land as the main 
concern, followed by visual impact, BESS safety, and questions about the need for 
additional renewable energy and grid capacity.  

●​ The site’s community council and adjacent community councils, ward councillors, the 
constituency MSP, regional MSPs and constituency MP were all informed about the 
exhibitions by email. 

●​ There were seven pull-up banners and six A1 Kappa boards with viewpoint 
visualisations, and a 3D model was provided at the first public exhibition. Eight pull-up 
banners and eight A1 Kappa boards with viewpoint visualisations were on display at the 
second exhibition. The 3D model was updated with the final design and proposed tree/ 
hedgerow planting to show the effect of screening. The applicant also provided a 
constraints feasibility tool for attendees to understand the extent of developable land 
within a 7km grid connection radius.  

●​ Information on solar farms from Solar Energy UK (UK Solar Trade Association) was also 
on display for the public to take away. 
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●​ A supplementary survey was organised and conducted throughout the 
Methven/Tibbermore community to understand local knowledge of the project and views 
for and against the proposal. Of the 37 responses received, 34 (92%) were aware of the 
proposed Dupplin solar farm. Views were evenly split, with 50% of respondents opposed 
and 50% either supportive or neutral. The findings of this survey are listed below in the 
appendices of the report. 

2. Community consultation activity  
The applicant carried out all consultation activities. The applicant acquired the site in April 2025 
and initially named it Dupplin Solar Farm and BESS. It was later updated to Dupplin Solar Farm, 
following the removal of the BESS component.  
 

2.1 Methven Community Council 
●​ The project team made early contact with Methven Community Council on 14 May 2025 

by email to introduce the project and offer a meeting. 
●​ Neil Lindsay, BLC Energy managing director and project lead, attended the 17 June 

2025 Methven Community Council meeting and delivered 10 hard copies of a 
presentation to members. Advice was sought and given on where and when to hold the 
public exhibitions and the 2km consultation radius. 

●​ At the November 2025 community council meeting, Neil Lindsay presented an update to 
members. He provided detail on the proposed community benefit fund, project design 
and how BLC was performing due diligence checks throughout the project. 

●​ Neil Lindsay met with new members of the community council on 12 January 2026 and 
will present an update at their meeting on 24 February 2026.  

●​ The applicant delivered several A4 posters for the first public exhibition to the chair of 
Methven Community Council.  

●​ An introductory email was sent to the community council adjacent to the site, Almond 
and Earn Community Council in May 2025. The email contained the public and virtual 
exhibition details, a link to the website and details of the site’s name and developer. The 
email made clear that the applicant would be happy to correspond before the public 
exhibition. 
 

2.2 Elected representatives 
●​ An introductory email was sent to the site’s ward councillors, constituency MSP, regional 

MSPs and constituency MP. These emails also contained the public and virtual exhibition 
details, a link to the website and details of the site’s previous name and developer. The 
email made clear that the applicant would correspond before the public exhibition. 

●​ Councillors were invited to attend both exhibitions prior to opening to the public. This 
ensured the BLC team was available to answer any questions and provide information. 

●​ No elected representatives requested meetings with the applicant. 
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2.3 Local interest groups and schools 
 
1st Marquis of Montrose Society 
The applicant met members of the Society on 13 August 2025 to discuss the proposal and how they could 
work together to enhance the information available about the Tippermuir battlefield site. An update will be 
provided following submission of the application.  
 
Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust 
The applicant met with a member of the Trust on 20 August 2025 to discuss the project and how any 
geological or archaeological findings or reports would be shared. An update will be provided once the 
application has been submitted.  
 
Methven Primary School  
Neil Lindsay visited Methven Primary School with Earth Energy Education to deliver a workshop on solar 
energy. The pupils learned how a solar farm works and how light energy is converted into electricity to 
power their favourite appliances.  
 
The pupils were enthusiastic about visiting a solar farm in the future and were particularly interested in 
learning more about how these sites will support local biodiversity. 
 
Feedback from Methven Primary School class teacher  
Meeting the pupils’ expectations 5/5 
Pupils enjoyed the session and interaction 5/5 
Pupils felt an increased confidence in understanding 
renewable energy 

5/5 

 

 
2.4 Project website  
The solar project, www.blcenergy.com/projects/dupplin, went live to coincide with stakeholders 
and neighbours being informed about the proposed development. The webpage details the 
proposed development, including a pre-planning map, a layout plan of the solar panels, the 
number of solar panels, and the maximum output. Information on community benefit and 
suggestions of how this could be used. The webpage also detailed the public engagement being 
undertaken by the applicant throughout the project. A project timeline was provided.  
 
The webpage was further updated as stages of the project work were reached, ensuring 
communication was followed. The updates included the pop-up banners from the first and 
second exhibitions. Links to news about the project were also added, so that visitors to the 
webpage could easily find updates and any new information 
 
A feedback form was made readily available to ensure that interested parties could submit 
feedback or raise questions. 
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2.5 Public exhibitions  
The applicant delivered a programme of four 
public consultation events, comprising two 
in-person sessions and two online webinars. 
These events provided members of the local 
community with the opportunity to obtain further 
information about the project, engage directly 
with the BLC project team, and submit 
comments and feedback 
 
 
August 2025 public events  
 
In-person  

●​ An in-person exhibition was held on Wednesday 27 August, between 4-8pm in Methven 
Community Centre 

●​ The venue was recommended by Methven Community Council, and the dates and 
timings were selected by the applicant to maximise attendance and avoid school 
holidays. The BLC Energy team included: Neil Lindsay, Andrew Bright, Andrew Ramand, 
Kitty Lindsay, Carolyn Davie (BLC Energy) and Emma Quinn and Euan Ogilvie (SLR 
Consulting).   

●​ Materials made available for public viewing included pop-up exhibition banners 
presenting key project information (see Appendices), photomontages, Zone of 
Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) maps, and detailed project layout plans. 

●​ A three-dimensional model of the proposed development was also displayed, enabling 
attendees to view the scheme from a range of representative locations within the 
surrounding area. 

●​ Attendees were encouraged to fill in a feedback form that was available at the event and 
on the webpage.  

●​ 20 people attended.  
 
Online 

●​ A virtual consultation event was held on Monday 1 September 2025 between 
6.30-7.30pm.  

●​ People were asked to register via the BLC Energy website and were sent an email link 
before the event.  

●​ Neil Lindsay presented the project, sharing the location map with the attendees.  Once 
the presentation had ended, attendees were invited to ask questions. 

●​ Three people registered, with one person attending.  For those who did not join, an email 
was sent by The applicant to offer an alternative meeting time if that was required. 
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●​ The attendee was invited to fill in the feedback form and the questions asked during the 
consultation were noted as part of the survey work to ensure the applicant had 
addressed any concerns correctly.  

 
December 2025 public events  
In-person  

●​ A second in-person exhibition was held on Wednesday 3 December 2025, between 
4-8pm in Methven Community Centre. 

●​ The BLC Energy team included: Neil Lindsay, Andrew Ramand, Kitty Lindsay, Carolyn 
Davie, Andrew Bright (BLC Energy) and Emma Quinn (SLR Consulting).  

●​ Exhibition materials available for people to view at the exhibition included pop-up display 
banners presenting updated key project information (see appendices), photomontages, 
zones of theoretical visibility maps and a project layout map.  A three-dimensional model 
of the proposed development enabled attendees to visualise the scheme from a range of 
representative viewpoints within the surrounding area, including the proposed tree and 
hedgerow screening mitigation. 

●​ Six people attended 
●​ Attendees were encouraged to fill in a feedback form (see appendices)  

 
Online  

●​ A virtual consultation was held on Friday 5 December 2025, between 6.30pm-7.30pm. 
The same registration procedure was used as for the first online event.  

●​ Two participants registered for the event; however, there were no attendees. A follow-up 
email was sent to the participants, inviting them to an alternative meeting should they 
have further questions. 

 

2.5.1 Promotion of the public consultation events  
 
Advertisements 
August 2025: Advertisements were published in the Strathearn Herald (7 August) and the 
Perthshire Advertiser (8 August) more than fourteen days before the in-person and online 
consultation events.  
The advertisement included a description and location of the proposed development, where to 
find further information; the dates and location of the public event; how and when to submit 
comments to the applicant and a statement confirming that comments provided to the applicant 
would not constitute formal representations to Scottish Ministers.  

November 2025: Advertisements were published in the Courier (11 November), the Strathearn 
Herald (20 November) and the Perthshire Advertiser (21 November) more than fourteen days 
before the in-person and online events. The advertisement contained the same information as 
listed above.  

Invitations to neighbours  
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1st August 2025: Research concluded that there were 93 residences within a 2km radius of the 
project site.  An invitation was posted to all 93 residences within 2km of the proposed 
development (as agreed with the community council) and was timed to arrive more than seven 
days before the public event. The invitation included a description and location of the proposed 
development, where to find further information; the dates and location of the public event; how 
and when to submit comments to the applicant; and a statement confirming that comments 
provided to the applicant would not constitute formal representations to Scottish Ministers.  

10th November 2025: An invitation was posted to the same 93 residences within 2km of the 
proposed development and was timed to arrive more than seven days before the public event. 
The invitation included the same information as listed above.  
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3. Feedback analysis  
3.1 Feedback forms  

At the first consultation event, 10 feedback forms were submitted. One form was received at the 
second event. In addition, the BLC team engaged with local stakeholders through in-person 
discussions and email correspondence. The applicant recorded and monitored all feedback, 
using the insights gained to inform the content of the second public exhibition, refine the project 
design, and provide enhanced information to the community. 
 

Question 1: Do you support the use of solar energy in Scotland? 

Support 5 

Do not support 4 

Neutral 3 

 

Question 2: Are you supportive of the 
Dupplin proposal? 

 

Support 3 

Opposed 5 

Neutral 4 

 

3.2 Feedback themes 

The applicant invited attendees to indicate any concerns via the feedback forms and also 
received comments through email correspondence and in-person discussions. Analysis of this 
input revealed a number of recurring themes. 
 
Loss of agricultural land – 10 comments.  
This was the most frequent concern. People asked why productive farmland should be used for 
solar rather than food production. Words used include “loss of good agricultural land”, and 
references to better alternative locations “put them in the hills”. ​
 
Visual impact – Six comments.  
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Concerns about the view, unacceptable visual impact on residents and effects on tourists. One 
person noted they were reassured that visual impact would be limited, but most raised it as a 
negative.​
 
Battery / BESS safety – Three comments.  
Several people specifically raised concerns about the Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), 
focusing on safety risks and the visual impact of the proposed battery site.​
 
“Scotland already has enough renewable energy” / grid issues – Three comments.  
Several respondents questioned the need for more renewable generation in Scotland, stating 
that the country already produces enough energy, and raised questions around how the 
electricity will be used or transmitted.​
 
Glint and glare – One comment.  
Only one explicit reference to glint and glare concerns.​
 
Other individual comments  
These were raised by a single person each and were not widespread themes:  

●​ long lead-time to completion;  
●​ environmental provenance of solar panels;  
●​ impact of solar panels on sheep;  
●​ miscommunication about exhibition dates;  
●​ questions about land capability assessments;  
●​ views on government policy (for example Clean Power 2030 Action Plan);  
●​ grid connection capacity at Burghmuir. 

 

3.3 Follow up survey: January 2026 

The applicant advertised the 2nd public exhibition consultation and proactively approached 
stakeholders. Attendance at the detailed consultation event was low, with 6 people attending. 
Relatively few people took the opportunity to comment on the proposal at that stage. To ensure 
local views were better understood, The applicant commissioned independent research 
company Taylor McKenzie to carry out a door-to-door survey over several days in late January 
2026, targeting the same 93 households within a 2km radius of the proposal and who had been 
sent invitations to the public exhibitions. 

The applicant drafted the survey questions, and Taylor McKenzie refined them to ensure clarity, 
neutrality and balance. The draft questions were circulated in advance with ward councillors and 
the community council, allowing all parties to see that the survey approach was fair and capable 
of reflecting public sentiment regarding Dupplin specifically, and solar energy developments in 
the local area more broadly. 
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Survey Results   
Strongly support 5 15% 
Tend to support 5 15% 
Neither support nor oppose 7 20% 
Tend to oppose 3 9% 
Strongly oppose 14 41% 

 
 
Results  

●​ 37 households completed the survey, 35 were conducted via door-to-door interviewing, 
and 2 were self-completion questionnaires. All respondents were local residents, living 
within 2km of the proposed Dupplin Solar Farm.  

●​ 97% of the residents reported being aware of solar farm proposals in their area. Over 
half (54%) oppose solar farm development in Perthshire, compared with 22% who are 
generally in support. 

●​ 92% of respondents were aware of the Dupplin Solar Farm proposals, demonstrating 
that the consultation activity had effectively raised awareness locally and helped ensure 
the community was informed about the proposal. 

●​ Of this 92%, 50% supported or were neutral about the proposals and the other 50% 
were opposed.  

 

12 
 



4. Developer’s response to feedback  
The applicant identified seven themes regarding concerns or issues about the proposal, from 
the different sections of feedback forms, letters, emails and conversations with local people and 
representative groups.  

This feedback has helped shape and evolve the layout and design of the proposed solar farm, 
alongside the various technical surveys undertaken.  

Where consultees have raised potentially significant issues, The applicant has adapted the 
layout where possible and/or provided more information to help allay concerns or address 
misunderstandings.  

More information on the evolution of the layout and development components can be found in 
Chapters 2 and 3 of the EIA report, which accompanies this planning application. 

The key issues raised are summarised in the table below, with commentary on how The 
applicant has responded to or addressed the concern.  

 

Issue  Developer’s response/ mitigation 

Awareness and consultation – a few 
households said they hadn’t been 
made aware 

All households within 2km of the site received a 
leaflet invitation, and the public exhibitions were 
advertised in the local newspaper.  

Local elected representatives, including the 
community council and ward councillors, were also 
informed and encouraged to share information.  

The applicant undertook further survey work and 
allowed additional time to help ensure residents were 
fully informed of the proposals. 

Proximity, visual and tourism impact  
 

A full Landscape and Visual Impact report is included 
in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The 
report found any significant effects would be highly 
localised and these would reduce as new planting 
matures.  

The applicant reduced the number of panels from 
195,000 to 128,688 from the design following the first 
exhibition.  

The substation was relocated within the site boundary 
so that it would be better screened.  

The BESS element of the initial proposed design has 
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been removed from the final design. 

Buffers were added around Dupplin Estate properties 
to ensure a substantial distance between properties 
and the site infrastructure. 

No mature trees or hedgerows will be removed; 30m 
woodland buffers and no-development strips will 
maintain woodland connectivity for bats and birds. 
New planting, including woodland, hedgerows and 
standard trees will enhance screening from roads and 
homes.  

Wildflower, grassland, riparian, and wet meadow 
planting will support sheep grazing and boost 
biodiversity. 

A Habitat Management Plan and Tree Management 
Plan will be agreed with Perth and Kinross Council 
prior to construction. 

An entire field was excluded in the north-west of the 
site to protect a private water supply. 

Additional buffers and a 30m development-free 
corridor will protect habitats and maintain woodland 
connectivity.  

Use of agricultural land for energy 
production  

The National Planning Framework 4 allows for 
renewable energy production on prime agricultural 
land.  

Sheep will graze on the site, retaining its agricultural 
use.  

There is a very limited loss of agricultural land. The 
remainder of the land will be left untouched, and the 
agricultural quality of the land will improve through 
the removal of intensive agricultural practices, 
including the use of pesticides and herbicides. 

 

Any utility-scale renewable energy scheme needs a 
grid connection, ideally within 8km to be viable. The 
constraints mapping exercise demonstrated that this 
was the only site that could accommodate this 
project. See Appendix A (Volume 4 Chapter 2) 

 

Sites like this are necessary for Scotland and the UK 
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to meet renewable energy targets.  

Renting land for renewable energy provides 
additional income, helping landowners reinvest in 
their farms and bringing further income to the local 
communities that surround the solar project. 

Battery/ BESS safety  The applicant removed the BESS component of the 
design following community feedback from the first 
public exhibition.  

Whether Scotland needs more 
renewables and whether the National 
Grid can cope 

The Scottish Government aims to deploy 
4000-6000MW of solar by 2030. There are currently 
c387MW in operation or under construction.  

Projects like this are vital for Scotland and the UK to 
reach net zero goals and improve energy security.  

The National Grid is being upgraded to accommodate 
the increase in renewable energy generation. 

Glint and glare, concern with this 
affecting the vehicles on the road.  
 

A glint and glare assessment is included in volume 
four of the EIA.  

No significant impacts are expected on residential 
properties near the proposal.  

Supply chain transparency A request was made for the origin, manufacture and 
sourcing of all key components.  

The applicant’s suppliers will comply with relevant 
sustainability and human rights standards, such as 
the UK Modern Slavery Act and EU Green Deal 
provisions  
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Appendices 
Letter to Methven Community Council 
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Presentation to Methven Community Council (17 June 2025) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 
 



Advertisements: August 2025 

Perthshire Advertiser (8 August 2025)  
 
 

 

 

 
 

23 
 



Strathearn Herald (7 August 2025) 
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Invitation to neighbours (August 2025)  
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Exhibition boards (27 August 2025)  
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Kappa boards 
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Feedback form (August 2025) 

 

 

32 
 



Presentation to Methven Community Council (4 November 2025)  
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Advertisement: November 2025 

Perthshire Advertiser (21 November 2025)  
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The Courier (11 November 2025) 

 

 

The Strathearn Herald (20 November 2025) 
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Invitation to neighbours (November 2025)  
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Exhibition material (3 December 2025) 
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Kappa boards  
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Feedback form (December 2025) 
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Website assorted screenshots 
(https://www.blcenergy.com/projects/dupplin/)  
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Survey by Taylor McKenzie (January 2026) 
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