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Executive summary  
TRIO Power Limited (the applicant), the project company of Octopus Renewable Infrastructure 
Trust, (ORIT) and managed by BLC Energy, is applying to West Lothian Council for Kirknewton 
Solar and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Farm, subject to the consenting procedures 
outlined in the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.  
 
The proposed development comprises around 83,000 individual solar panels and a BESS with 
an estimated export capacity of up to 40MW, supported by a BESS with 9MW capacity. The site 
is approximately 1.5km southwest of Kirknewton village, on land off Leyden Road, and falls 
entirely within West Lothian Council’s boundaries.  
 
This report outlines the community consultation activities undertaken by BLC Energy and its 
consultants from April 2025 to November 2025.   
 
The programme was designed to create meaningful engagement as outlined in SG PAN 3/2010, 
and meet the requirements of West Lothian Council, the Planning Act and associated 
regulations.  
 
The document sets out the outcomes of the consultation process and how the applicant 
responded to the community’s feedback.  
 
The purpose of the community consultation was: 
 

1.​  To explain the following to local people and community representatives: 
●​ the proposed solar and BESS farm: location, size, scale and its features 
●​ the benefits of solar energy: how much renewable energy could be generated, 

contribution to local and national net zero targets and local biodiversity  
●​ The benefits of BESS: how they support renewable energy technologies and the 

National Grid  
●​ The potential impact of the solar farm and BESS on the landscape, traffic, 

hydrology, heritage and land use  
 

2.​ To strengthen the involvement of local people and the local community at an early stage. 
This gave the project team more opportunity to provide information, answer queries and 
take account of local views before the submission of the planning application.  

 
Summary of activity  
 

●​ Neil Lindsay met with Kirknewton Community Council on 13 May 2025 to provide them 
with advance notice of BLC Energy’s proposals.  

●​ A Proposal of Application Notice was submitted to West Lothian Council on 22 May 
2025.  

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-advice-note-3-2010-community-engagement/


 

●​ Email notification was sent to East Livingston and East Calder ward councillors, the 
constituency MSP and MP and regional MSPs in May 2025. They were provided with an 
overview of the project, contact details for the project team, details of the first public 
exhibition and the offer to meet with BLC Energy at a time convenient to them.  

●​ A project webpage was launched (www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton) which 
included a project overview, location, maps, an enquiry box and a project timeline. As the 
project progressed, material from the public events was added and news updates were 
linked on the page.  

●​ Four public events were held for people to find more information and ask questions of 
the project team. An in-person public exhibition on 12 June 2025 was followed by a 
virtual exhibition on 16 June. A second public exhibition took place on 25 September, 
followed by a second virtual exhibition on 29 September.  

●​ The events were advertised in the local media at least one week before. Adverts 
included a description and location of the proposed development; where to find further 
information; dates and locations of the public events; how and when to submit comments 
to the applicant and a statement that comments to the applicant were not formal 
representations to West Lothian Council.  

●​ A press release was issued to the West Lothian Courier ahead of the second public 
exhibition.  

●​ A leaflet invitation was delivered to 188 households within 2km of the site at least one 
week before both in-person public exhibitions.  

●​ Feedback forms were provided at public events, a QR code took people to an online 
feedback form and the project webpage had an enquiry form for people to send in their 
comments.  

●​ The team exchanged emails with several members of the community - these are 
summarised in the feedback analysis section and redacted for data protection.  

●​ BLC Energy has had regular contact with Kirknewton Community Council throughout the 
consultation process.  

 

 

http://www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton


 

Community consultation activity  

All consultation activity was carried out by the applicants or consultants McDaid PR.  

Kirknewton Community Council  
●​ The team made early contact with the community council to introduce themselves and 

the project.  
●​ Neil Lindsay gave a presentation to Kirknewton Community Council on 13 May 2025 and 

provided an overview of the project (see appendices). He answered questions and 
agreed to keep the community council and its associated development trust updated 
with projects. He asked for their recommendations on venues and timings for the public 
exhibitions.  

●​ The community council was invited to the public exhibitions and kept updated throughout 
the consultation period.  

●​ Following the second public exhibition, and before submission of the planning 
application, Neil Lindsay gave an update presentation to the community council on 14 
October 2025 (see appendices).  

Other elected representatives  
●​ An introductory email was sent 

to East Livingston and East 
Calder ward councillors, the 
constituency MSP and MP and 
regional MSPs for the site. 
They were provided with an 
overview of the project and the 
details of the first public 
exhibition and offered more 
information and a meeting with 
the project team should they 
like one.  

●​ An email was sent to the same 
stakeholders ahead of the 
second event to encourage 
their attendance.  

●​ Sue Webber, MSP for Lothian 
region, attended the second 
exhibition and publicised the 
event and the proposed 
development on her Facebook 
page.  

 

 



 

Project website  
A project website, www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton, went live to coincide with 
stakeholders and neighbours being informed about the proposed development. The webpage 
had details of the proposed development, including a location map and details about the 
number of solar panels and maximum output, as well as an enquiry form where people could 
submit their feedback or ask questions. The webpage was updated throughout the consultation 
period - exhibition materials and layout maps were added, along with a project timeline. Links to 
news about the project were also added, so that visitors to the webpage could easily find 
updates and any new information. 

Public exhibitions  
The applicant held four public events - two in person and two virtually - to allow the local 
community to find out more about the project, ask questions of the project team and provide 
feedback.  
 
June events  
 
In person  

●​ An in-person exhibition was held on Thursday 12 June, 4-8pm in Kirknewton Village Hall. 
●​ Around 40 people attended.  
●​ The venue was recommended by Kirknewton Community Council, and the dates and 

timings were selected by the applicant to maximise attendance and avoid school 
holidays.  

●​ The BLC Energy team included: Neil Lindsay, Andrew Bright, Andrew Ramand, Kitty 
Lindsay, Carolyn Davie and Sophia Cockell and Jo Kerr from SLR Consulting.   

●​ Materials available for people to view included pop up banners with project information 
(see appendices), photomontages, zones of theoretical visibility maps and project layout 
maps. A 3D model was also available, which allowed residents to ‘see’ the proposed 
development from different locations in the vicinity.   

●​ Attendees were encouraged to fill in a feedback form (see appendices).  
 
Online 

●​ A virtual event was held on Monday 16 June, 6.30-7.30pm.  
●​ 10 people attended. People were asked to register via the BLC Energy website and 

were sent an email link before the event.  
●​ Neil Lindsay presented and answered questions, supported by Sophia Cockell from SLR 

Consulting.   
●​ Attendees were invited to fill in the feedback form online; some provided comments in 

the chat.  
 
 
September events  
In person  

 

http://www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton


 

●​ A second in-person exhibition was held on Thursday 25 September, 4-8pm in 
Kirknewton Village Hall.  

●​ 34 people attended.  
●​ The BLC Energy team included: Neil Lindsay, Andrew Ramand, Kitty Lindsay, and Gavin 

Spowage and Jo Kerr from SLR Consulting.  
●​ Materials available for people to view included pop up banners with project information 

(see appendices), photomontages, zones of theoretical visibility maps and project layout 
maps. A 3D model was also available, which allowed residents to ‘see’ the proposed 
development from different locations in the vicinity.  

●​ Attendees were encouraged to fill in a feedback form (see appendices)  
 
Online  

●​ A virtual event was held on Monday 29 September, 6.30pm-7.30pm.  
●​ Three people attended and the sign up procedure was the same as the first online event.  
●​ Neil Lindsay presented and answered questions.  
●​ Attendees were invited to fill in the feedback form online; some provided comments in 

the chat.  
 

Promotion of public consultation events  
 
Adverts 
June: An advert appeared in the West Lothian Courier on 5 June 2025, seven days before the 
event (see appendices). The advert included a description and location of the proposed 
development; where to find further information; the dates and location of the public event; how 
and when to submit comments to the applicant; and a statement confirming that comments 
provided to the applicant would not constitute formal representations to West Lothian Council.  

September: An advert appeared in the West Lothian Courier on 24 August 2025, more than 
seven days before the event. The advert contained the same information as listed above.  

Poster  

Printed copies of both adverts were sent to the community council ahead of the public events. 
These were displayed in the village shop.  

Invitations to neighbours  

June: A C5 flyer was posted to 188 residences within 2km of the proposed development and 
was timed to arrive more than seven days before the public event. The invitation included a 
description and location of the proposed development; where to find further information; the 
dates and location of the public event; how and when to submit comments to the applicant; and 
a statement confirming that comments provided to the applicant would not constitute formal 
representations to West Lothian Council.  

 



 

September: A C5 flyer was posted to the same 188 residences within 2km of the proposed 
development and was timed to arrive more than seven days before the public event. The 
invitation included the same information as listed above.  

 
Press release 
A press release (see appendix) was issued to the West Lothian Courier, the Edinburgh Evening 
News and Edinburgh Live two weeks before the second public exhibition.  
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Feedback analysis  
Feedback forms  

Five feedback forms were collected throughout the consultation. The first question asked 
whether respondents had attended the exhibition - all had.  
 
Q2. Do you support the use of solar energy in Scotland?  
Very supportive — 3 
Supportive — 1 
Neutral — 1 
 
Q3. Which of the following do you think would be a benefit of Kirknewton Solar and BESS 
farm? 
(NB. Respondents ticked more than one answer)  
Creating a reliable supply of renewable energy — 4 
Relatively low visual impact — 1 
Contribution to local and national net zero targets — 4 
Low maintenance, little noise — 1 
 
Q4. Do you have any concerns about the proposals?  
 
All responses included verbatim 
 

●​ None, other than that Kirknewton may not benefit but the proposals say the village will 
●​ I would like to thank BLC Energy for their first public consultation and providing the opportunity for 

initial feedback on the proposals. 
●​ As a neighbour directly to the north of the project (<<address redacted for data protection>>), it 

would be helpful to see the detail of landscaping proposals once progressed with the landscape 
impact assessment. We would welcome the enhancement of the existing sparse tree belt along 
the northern boundary of the proposed eastern phase of the proposed scheme between Leyden 
Road and Overton Wood to minimise the visual impact of the development. 

●​ Once the transport assessment has been conducted it would be welcomed if the proposed 
construction management plan / basic principles of access and egress during construction 
specifically can be made available with reassurances for neighbours that this has been reviewed. 
Leyden Road is a rural, untreated in the winter with a significant topography difference adjacent 
to the site and is constrained by a restricted height railway bridge / blind bend into and out of 
Kirknewton village via the A71. The alternative access to the site is via the A70 with relatively 
poor visibility, with a recent fatality at the Kirknewton / A70 junction occurring on 2nd May 2025 
has compounded local concerns about the safety of this road. 

●​ As an aside, it would be helpful to be clearer on the reasons why this location. I do not object to 
the principle of the solar farm, however would welcome more transparency on the location choice 
beyond the commerciality in the absence of Local Development Plan allocation within the 
greenbelt i.e. adjacent to a significant high voltage power line, in proximity to a primary 
substation, X distance from a settlement/neighbours. 

 



 

●​ Yes, how will the solar farm impact my ham radio station with RF interference? I was told you 
could monitor this. 

●​ It’s on farmland and its impact on wildlife. Waiting to see outcome of wildlife studies.  
●​ Where are all components manufactured? Do storage units release any gases? 

 
Q5. Do you have any suggestions for how the associated community benefit fund could 
be used locally?  
 

●​ “... some kind of benefit for more locally-affected homeowners directly disturbed by the 
development.”  

●​ “Use it to rent a property in the village as a doctor’s surgery, like we used to have.”  
●​ “Improved areas for teens - such as basketball court, an area like a café with support or paid 

staff/locals to Balerno.” 
●​ “Please direct to community council”  
●​ “To lobby main companies to reduce prices of utility bills” 

 
 

Other sources of feedback  

The BLC Energy team received feedback from local residents by email, telephone, in person at 
the public exhibition and during the online exhibitions.  
 
We tracked all of this feedback and, as some of it is based on address-specific concerns and 
could compromise respondents’ personal data, we have summarised the predominant themes.  
Several written responses were received from residents living near the proposed site boundary 
at Newlands. The main points raised are summarised below. 

●​ Awareness and consultation​
One household close to the site said they had only recently become aware of the 
proposals. They requested proactive communication with those living closest to the site.  

●​ Proximity and amenity impact​
Residents directly adjoining the proposed site boundary raised significant concerns 
about the close proximity of solar infrastructure to their properties. They felt this would 
result in loss of amenity and a major change to the character of their immediate 
surroundings. 

●​ Visual impact and property value​
Submissions argued that the proposed 100-metre buffer zone was insufficient to protect 
residential amenity. Respondents cited potential visual intrusion and referred to reports 
suggesting reduced property values near large solar farms. Concerns were also raised 
that new planting would take time to establish and may not be effective year-round. 
Requests were made for detailed visual impact assessments from nearby viewpoints 
and clarity on landscaping timescales and maturity. 

 



 

●​ Construction phase disruption​
Residents requested detailed information on construction activities, including working 
hours, traffic movements, compound locations, and project duration. They asked that a 
full construction management and mitigation plan be shared with affected residents prior 
to planning submission. There were particular concerns about construction traffic and 
access routes. 

●​ Environmental and biodiversity considerations​
Some respondents questioned the applicability of biodiversity research cited in project 
materials and requested access to full ecological and ornithological survey results once 
completed. There was also a request for clarification on whether a full Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) will be undertaken. 

●​ Wider energy strategy and reliability 
One submission asked whether there is a broader strategy in place to improve the 
reliability and resilience of solar energy generation, suggesting interest in how this 
project aligns with national or regional energy policy and wider efforts to ensure 
consistent renewable power supply. 
 

●​ Carbon and environmental credibility​
Submissions requested a carbon lifecycle assessment for the scheme, including 
emissions from panel manufacture, transportation, installation, and operation. 
Respondents also asked for details of the carbon payback period and the embedded 
carbon associated with the proposed battery storage units. 

●​ Supply chain transparency​
Requests were made for full disclosure of the origin, manufacture and sourcing of all key 
components. Respondents sought assurance that the applicant’s suppliers would comply 
with relevant sustainability and human rights standards, such as the UK Modern Slavery 
Act and EU Green Deal provisions. 

●​ Information requests​
Key documents requested by residents included: 

○​ A construction management plan 

○​ A carbon lifecycle assessment 

○​ Biodiversity and ecological survey results 

○​ Full component and supply chain disclosure 

○​ Visual impact assessments from nearby viewpoints 

○​ Details of landscape planting and screening measures  

 



 

Developer’s response to feedback  
We identified eight themes regarding concerns or issues about the proposal, from the different 
sections of feedback forms, letters, emails and conversations with local people and 
representative groups.  

This feedback has helped shape and evolve the layout and design of the proposed solar farm 
and BESS, alongside the various technical surveys undertaken.  

Where consultees have raised potentially significant issues, we have adapted the layout where 
possible and/or provided more information to help allay concerns or address 
misunderstandings.  

More information on the evolution of the layout can be found in Chapter 3 of the EIA report, 
which accompanies this planning application. 

The key issues raised are summarised in the table below, with commentary on how BLC Energy 
has responded to or addressed the concern.  

 
 

Issue  Developer’s response/ mitigation 

Awareness and consultation - one 
household said they hadn’t been 
made aware  
 

All households within 2km of the site received a 
leaflet invitation and the public exhibitions were 
advertised in the local newspaper. Local elected 
representatives, including the community council and 
ward councillors, had also been informed and 
encouraged to share information.  
We agreed to take extra care that this property would 
receive all information in a timely manner and have 
established email communication with them.  

Proximity, visual impact, amenity 
impact and property value  
 

A full Landscape and Visual Impact report is included 
in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The 
report found no significant impacts.  
The applicant has left a significant buffer (100m) from 
the nearest houses to solar panels. In this space, 
new hedgerows and planting will provide screening 
and support biodiversity. Sheep will graze around the 
panels.  
The BESS component of the project will be around 
850m from the nearest property and screened.  
A noise assessment was conducted and found that 
the predicted operational noise is not significant, and 
no additional mitigation is required. 
Evidence on solar farms’ impact on property prices is 
mixed: some research shows a slight boost to 

 



 

property values in some areas, other research shows 
a neutral or negative effect.  

Construction phase disruption 
 

Construction should take eight to 12 months, 
depending on weather conditions. The developer will 
work with West Lothian Council on a construction 
management plan. In response to residents’ concerns 
about safety on Leyden Road, all construction traffic 
will access the site from the A70 to the south. In 
addition, temporary signage will be provided in the 
vicinity of the A70/Leyden Road junction, and a 
banksman will be employed to ensure vehicles 
reversing into the site will do so under supervision.  

Environmental and biodiversity 
considerations 

A full ecological impact assessment was conducted 
and is submitted as part of the EIA.  

Supply chain transparency, carbon 
and environmental credibility 
 

BLC Energy and Octopus Energy Generation are 
signatories to the UK Solar Industry Supply Chain 
Statement 
(https://solarenergyuk.org/supply-chain-statement/). 
Solar panels and associated electrical components 
will be sourced from Tier 1 suppliers, ensuring full 
traceability of environmental and social impacts. All 
manufacturing facilities are independently assessed, 
and both. It is anticipated that much of the 
infrastructure will be manufactured in Asia.  

 

Wider energy strategy and reliability 
 

The applicant has included a BESS in the proposal to 
tackle the intermittency of solar. The BESS will export 
electricity to the grid when it is needed and store it 
when it is not.  

Information requests 

●​ Key documents requested by 
residents included: 

○​ A construction 
management plan 

○​ A carbon lifecycle 
assessment 

○​ Biodiversity and 
ecological survey 
results 

○​ Full component and 
supply chain 
disclosure 

 
●​ A Construction Environmental Management 

Plan will be provided post-consent. 
●​ Carbon lifecycle assessment is not required.  
●​ Biodiversity and ecological survey results are 

included within the application.  
●​ Full component and supply chain disclosure is 

not included and is not typical within this sort 
of application. However, the developer is a 
signatory to the UK Solar Industry Supply 
Chain Statement (see above).  

●​ Visual impact assessments included.  
●​ Landscaping included within the LVIA.  

 

https://solarenergyuk.org/supply-chain-statement/


 

○​ Visual impact 
assessments from 
nearby viewpoints 

○​ Details of landscape 
planting and screening 
measures 
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Advert (West Lothian Courier, 5 June 2025)  

 



 

Invitation to neighbours (delivered from 27 May 2025)  

 

 



 

 



 

 

Exhibition boards (Thursday 12 June)  

  

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Feedback form (June 2025) 

 

  

 

 



 

Advert (West Lothian Courier, 4 September 2025)  

 



 

Invitation to neighbours (delivery started 2 September 2025)  

 

 



 

 

 



 

Exhibition boards (Thursday 25 September)  

  

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

A1 exhibition boards (Thursday 25 September)  

  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Feedback form  

  

 



 

Press release 

PRESS RELEASE  
15 September 2025  

Kirknewton residents invited to view updated Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm plans  

BLC Energy is holding a second public exhibition for its proposed solar and battery energy 
storage system (BESS) farm on land off Leyden Road, 2km southwest of Kirknewton village in 
West Lothian.  

The event will take place from 4-8pm on Thursday 25 September at Kirknewton Village Hall, 
EH27 8AH.  

An online presentation will take place from 6.30-7.30pm on Monday 29 September, for those 
who cannot attend in person.  

The project team will be on hand to answer questions and share information.  

They will also show the updated layout of the solar and BESS farm following feedback from the 
first exhibition, and share some of the preliminary survey results from the Environmental Impact 
Assessment.  

Neil Lindsay, managing director of BLC Energy, said: “We have made changes to the layout in 
response to the various environmental surveys and feedback from neighbours and residents.  

“We have increased the buffer between the solar panels and the houses at Newlands to allow 
space for additional planting, and included new hedgerows and tree planting to reduce views 
from the north and west.  

“We have also adjusted fence lines to ensure that walking access around the field perimeter 
remains, and focused on biodiversity enhancement to help the local environment. 

“We hope to see a lot of people at the event, and we would like to thank them for the local 
knowledge and the feedback they have passed on so far - it has really helped inform our 
proposal and had an impact on the design.”  

Kirknewton Solar Farm and BESS will have an export capacity of 40MW of solar energy and 
9MW of battery storage. The project will connect via an underground cable to the grid at Currie 
substation.  

Kirknewton Solar & BESS Farm will generate an annual community benefit fund worth £500 for 
every megawatt (MW) of export capacity for its 40-year project life. 
Neil Lindsay said: “We have already had some exciting conversations about how the community 
benefit fund could be used -  including some really innovative suggestions. We hope to continue 

 



 

working with the local community council to progress those, but we are keen to hear from local 
people about their priorities for how the fund should be spent.”  
Visit https://www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton/ for more information or to sign up for the 
online exhibition.  
ENDS  
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Website assorted screenshots 
(https://www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton/)  
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Presentation to Kirknewton Community Council (14 October 2025)  
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