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Executive summary

TRIO Power Limited (the applicant), the project company of Octopus Renewable Infrastructure
Trust, (ORIT) and managed by BLC Energy, is applying to West Lothian Council for Kirknewton
Solar and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Farm, subject to the consenting procedures
outlined in the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.

The proposed development comprises around 83,000 individual solar panels and a BESS with
an estimated export capacity of up to 40MW, supported by a BESS with 9MW capacity. The site
is approximately 1.5km southwest of Kirknewton village, on land off Leyden Road, and falls
entirely within West Lothian Council’s boundaries.

This report outlines the community consultation activities undertaken by BLC Energy and its
consultants from April 2025 to November 2025.

The programme was designed to create meaningful engagement as outlined in SG PAN 3/2010,
and meet the requirements of West Lothian Council, the Planning Act and associated
regulations.

The document sets out the outcomes of the consultation process and how the applicant
responded to the community’s feedback.

The purpose of the community consultation was:

1. To explain the following to local people and community representatives:

e the proposed solar and BESS farm: location, size, scale and its features

e the benefits of solar energy: how much renewable energy could be generated,
contribution to local and national net zero targets and local biodiversity

e The benefits of BESS: how they support renewable energy technologies and the
National Grid

e The potential impact of the solar farm and BESS on the landscape, traffic,
hydrology, heritage and land use

2. To strengthen the involvement of local people and the local community at an early stage.
This gave the project team more opportunity to provide information, answer queries and
take account of local views before the submission of the planning application.

Summary of activity

e Neil Lindsay met with Kirknewton Community Council on 13 May 2025 to provide them
with advance notice of BLC Energy’s proposals.

e A Proposal of Application Notice was submitted to West Lothian Council on 22 May
2025.


https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-advice-note-3-2010-community-engagement/

Email notification was sent to East Livingston and East Calder ward councillors, the
constituency MSP and MP and regional MSPs in May 2025. They were provided with an
overview of the project, contact details for the project team, details of the first public
exhibition and the offer to meet with BLC Energy at a time convenient to them.

A project webpage was launched (www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton) which
included a project overview, location, maps, an enquiry box and a project timeline. As the
project progressed, material from the public events was added and news updates were
linked on the page.

Four public events were held for people to find more information and ask questions of
the project team. An in-person public exhibition on 12 June 2025 was followed by a
virtual exhibition on 16 June. A second public exhibition took place on 25 September,
followed by a second virtual exhibition on 29 September.

The events were advertised in the local media at least one week before. Adverts
included a description and location of the proposed development; where to find further
information; dates and locations of the public events; how and when to submit comments
to the applicant and a statement that comments to the applicant were not formal
representations to West Lothian Council.

A press release was issued to the West Lothian Courier ahead of the second public
exhibition.

A leaflet invitation was delivered to 188 households within 2km of the site at least one
week before both in-person public exhibitions.

Feedback forms were provided at public events, a QR code took people to an online
feedback form and the project webpage had an enquiry form for people to send in their
comments.

The team exchanged emails with several members of the community - these are
summarised in the feedback analysis section and redacted for data protection.

BLC Energy has had regular contact with Kirknewton Community Council throughout the
consultation process.



http://www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton

Community consultation activity

All consultation activity was carried out by the applicants or consultants McDaid PR.

Kirknewton Community Council

The team made early contact with the community council to introduce themselves and
the project.

Neil Lindsay gave a presentation to Kirknewton Community Council on 13 May 2025 and
provided an overview of the project (see appendices). He answered questions and
agreed to keep the community council and its associated development trust updated
with projects. He asked for their recommendations on venues and timings for the public
exhibitions.

The community council was invited to the public exhibitions and kept updated throughout
the consultation period.

Following the second public exhibition, and before submission of the planning
application, Neil Lindsay gave an update presentation to the community council on 14
October 2025 (see appendices).

Other elected representatives

. . Sue Webber MSP - Follo
An introductory email was sent @7 o1 TTET T

to East Livingston and East Stopped al Kirknewton Village hall last night where BLC Energy (in association with Oclopus
Eneray) were hosting their 2nd public exhibition... See more

Calder ward councillors, the
constituency MSP and MP and
regional MSPs for the site.
They were provided with an
overview of the project and the
details of the first public
exhibition and offered more
information and a meeting with
the project team should they
like one.

An email was sent to the same
stakeholders ahead of the
second event to encourage
their attendance.

Sue Webber, MSP for Lothian
region, attended the second
exhibition and publicised the
event and the proposed Y Like () Comment 2> share
development on her Facebook -

page.




Project website

A project website, www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton, went live to coincide with
stakeholders and neighbours being informed about the proposed development. The webpage
had details of the proposed development, including a location map and details about the
number of solar panels and maximum output, as well as an enquiry form where people could
submit their feedback or ask questions. The webpage was updated throughout the consultation
period - exhibition materials and layout maps were added, along with a project timeline. Links to
news about the project were also added, so that visitors to the webpage could easily find
updates and any new information.

Public exhibitions

The applicant held four public events - two in person and two virtually - to allow the local
community to find out more about the project, ask questions of the project team and provide
feedback.

June events

In person

e An in-person exhibition was held on Thursday 12 June, 4-8pm in Kirknewton Village Hall.

e Around 40 people attended.

e The venue was recommended by Kirknewton Community Council, and the dates and
timings were selected by the applicant to maximise attendance and avoid school
holidays.

e The BLC Energy team included: Neil Lindsay, Andrew Bright, Andrew Ramand, Kitty
Lindsay, Carolyn Davie and Sophia Cockell and Jo Kerr from SLR Consulting.

e Materials available for people to view included pop up banners with project information
(see appendices), photomontages, zones of theoretical visibility maps and project layout
maps. A 3D model was also available, which allowed residents to ‘see’ the proposed
development from different locations in the vicinity.

e Attendees were encouraged to fill in a feedback form (see appendices).

e A virtual event was held on Monday 16 June, 6.30-7.30pm.

e 10 people attended. People were asked to register via the BLC Energy website and
were sent an email link before the event.

e Neil Lindsay presented and answered questions, supported by Sophia Cockell from SLR
Consulting.

e Attendees were invited to fill in the feedback form online; some provided comments in
the chat.

September events
In person


http://www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton

e A second in-person exhibition was held on Thursday 25 September, 4-8pm in

Kirknewton Village Hall.

34 people attended.

The BLC Energy team included: Neil Lindsay, Andrew Ramand, Kitty Lindsay, and Gavin
Spowage and Jo Kerr from SLR Consulting.

e Materials available for people to view included pop up banners with project information
(see appendices), photomontages, zones of theoretical visibility maps and project layout
maps. A 3D model was also available, which allowed residents to ‘see’ the proposed
development from different locations in the vicinity.

e Attendees were encouraged to fill in a feedback form (see appendices)

Online

A virtual event was held on Monday 29 September, 6.30pm-7.30pm.

Three people attended and the sign up procedure was the same as the first online event.
Neil Lindsay presented and answered questions.

Attendees were invited to fill in the feedback form online; some provided comments in
the chat.

Promotion of public consultation events

Adverts

June: An advert appeared in the West Lothian Courier on 5 June 2025, seven days before the
event (see appendices). The advert included a description and location of the proposed
development; where to find further information; the dates and location of the public event; how
and when to submit comments to the applicant; and a statement confirming that comments
provided to the applicant would not constitute formal representations to West Lothian Council.

September: An advert appeared in the West Lothian Courier on 24 August 2025, more than
seven days before the event. The advert contained the same information as listed above.

Poster

Printed copies of both adverts were sent to the community council ahead of the public events.
These were displayed in the village shop.

Invitations to neighbours

June: A C5 flyer was posted to 188 residences within 2km of the proposed development and
was timed to arrive more than seven days before the public event. The invitation included a
description and location of the proposed development; where to find further information; the
dates and location of the public event; how and when to submit comments to the applicant; and
a statement confirming that comments provided to the applicant would not constitute formal
representations to West Lothian Council.



September: A C5 flyer was posted to the same 188 residences within 2km of the proposed
development and was timed to arrive more than seven days before the public event. The
invitation included the same information as listed above.

Press release

A press release (see appendix) was issued to the West Lothian Courier, the Edinburgh Evening
News and Edinburgh Live two weeks before the second public exhibition.



Feedback analysis

Feedback forms

Five feedback forms were collected throughout the consultation. The first question asked
whether respondents had attended the exhibition - all had.

Q2. Do you support the use of solar energy in Scotland?
Very supportive — 3

Supportive — 1

Neutral — 1

Q3. Which of the following do you think would be a benefit of Kirknewton Solar and BESS

farm?

(NB. Respondents ticked more than one answer)
Creating a reliable supply of renewable energy — 4
Relatively low visual impact — 1

Contribution to local and national net zero targets — 4
Low maintenance, little noise — 1

Q4. Do you have any concerns about the proposals?

All responses included verbatim

None, other than that Kirknewton may not benefit but the proposals say the village will

I would like to thank BLC Energy for their first public consultation and providing the opportunity for
initial feedback on the proposals.

As a neighbour directly to the north of the project (<<address redacted for data protection>>), it
would be helpful to see the detail of landscaping proposals once progressed with the landscape
impact assessment. We would welcome the enhancement of the existing sparse tree belt along
the northern boundary of the proposed eastern phase of the proposed scheme between Leyden
Road and Overton Wood to minimise the visual impact of the development.

Once the transport assessment has been conducted it would be welcomed if the proposed
construction management plan / basic principles of access and egress during construction
specifically can be made available with reassurances for neighbours that this has been reviewed.
Leyden Road is a rural, untreated in the winter with a significant topography difference adjacent
to the site and is constrained by a restricted height railway bridge / blind bend into and out of
Kirknewton village via the A71. The alternative access to the site is via the A70 with relatively
poor visibility, with a recent fatality at the Kirknewton / A70 junction occurring on 2nd May 2025
has compounded local concerns about the safety of this road.

As an aside, it would be helpful to be clearer on the reasons why this location. | do not object to
the principle of the solar farm, however would welcome more transparency on the location choice
beyond the commerciality in the absence of Local Development Plan allocation within the
greenbelt i.e. adjacent to a significant high voltage power line, in proximity to a primary
substation, X distance from a settlement/neighbours.



Yes, how will the solar farm impact my ham radio station with RF interference? | was told you
could monitor this.

It’s on farmland and its impact on wildlife. Waiting to see outcome of wildlife studies.
Where are all components manufactured? Do storage units release any gases?

Q5. Do you have any suggestions for how the associated community benefit fund could
be used locally?

“.. some kind of benefit for more locally-affected homeowners directly disturbed by the
development.”

“Use it to rent a property in the village as a doctor’s surgery, like we used to have.”
“Improved areas for teens - such as basketball court, an area like a café with support or paid
staff/locals to Balerno.”

“Please direct to community council”

“To lobby main companies to reduce prices of utility bills”

Other sources of feedback

The BLC Energy team received feedback from local residents by email, telephone, in person at
the public exhibition and during the online exhibitions.

We tracked all of this feedback and, as some of it is based on address-specific concerns and
could compromise respondents’ personal data, we have summarised the predominant themes.
Several written responses were received from residents living near the proposed site boundary
at Newlands. The main points raised are summarised below.

Awareness and consultation
One household close to the site said they had only recently become aware of the
proposals. They requested proactive communication with those living closest to the site.

Proximity and amenity impact

Residents directly adjoining the proposed site boundary raised significant concerns
about the close proximity of solar infrastructure to their properties. They felt this would
result in loss of amenity and a major change to the character of their immediate
surroundings.

Visual impact and property value

Submissions argued that the proposed 100-metre buffer zone was insufficient to protect
residential amenity. Respondents cited potential visual intrusion and referred to reports
suggesting reduced property values near large solar farms. Concerns were also raised
that new planting would take time to establish and may not be effective year-round.
Requests were made for detailed visual impact assessments from nearby viewpoints
and clarity on landscaping timescales and maturity.



Construction phase disruption

Residents requested detailed information on construction activities, including working
hours, traffic movements, compound locations, and project duration. They asked that a
full construction management and mitigation plan be shared with affected residents prior
to planning submission. There were particular concerns about construction traffic and
access routes.

Environmental and biodiversity considerations

Some respondents questioned the applicability of biodiversity research cited in project
materials and requested access to full ecological and ornithological survey results once
completed. There was also a request for clarification on whether a full Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) will be undertaken.

Wider energy strategy and reliability

One submission asked whether there is a broader strategy in place to improve the
reliability and resilience of solar energy generation, suggesting interest in how this
project aligns with national or regional energy policy and wider efforts to ensure
consistent renewable power supply.

Carbon and environmental credibility

Submissions requested a carbon lifecycle assessment for the scheme, including
emissions from panel manufacture, transportation, installation, and operation.
Respondents also asked for details of the carbon payback period and the embedded
carbon associated with the proposed battery storage units.

Supply chain transparency

Requests were made for full disclosure of the origin, manufacture and sourcing of all key
components. Respondents sought assurance that the applicant’s suppliers would comply
with relevant sustainability and human rights standards, such as the UK Modern Slavery

Act and EU Green Deal provisions.

Information requests
Key documents requested by residents included:

o A construction management plan

o A carbon lifecycle assessment

o Biodiversity and ecological survey results

o Full component and supply chain disclosure

o Visual impact assessments from nearby viewpoints

o Details of landscape planting and screening measures



Developer’s response to feedback

We identified eight themes regarding concerns or issues about the proposal, from the different
sections of feedback forms, letters, emails and conversations with local people and
representative groups.

This feedback has helped shape and evolve the layout and design of the proposed solar farm
and BESS, alongside the various technical surveys undertaken.

Where consultees have raised potentially significant issues, we have adapted the layout where
possible and/or provided more information to help allay concerns or address
misunderstandings.

More information on the evolution of the layout can be found in Chapter 3 of the EIA report,
which accompanies this planning application.

The key issues raised are summarised in the table below, with commentary on how BLC Energy
has responded to or addressed the concern.

Issue Developer’s response/ mitigation

Awareness and consultation - one All households within 2km of the site received a
household said they hadn’t been leaflet invitation and the public exhibitions were
made aware advertised in the local newspaper. Local elected

representatives, including the community council and
ward councillors, had also been informed and
encouraged to share information.

We agreed to take extra care that this property would
receive all information in a timely manner and have
established email communication with them.

Proximity, visual impact, amenity A full Landscape and Visual Impact report is included
impact and property value in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The
report found no significant impacts.

The applicant has left a significant buffer (100m) from
the nearest houses to solar panels. In this space,
new hedgerows and planting will provide screening
and support biodiversity. Sheep will graze around the
panels.

The BESS component of the project will be around
850m from the nearest property and screened.

A noise assessment was conducted and found that
the predicted operational noise is not significant, and
no additional mitigation is required.

Evidence on solar farms’ impact on property prices is
mixed: some research shows a slight boost to




property values in some areas, other research shows
a neutral or negative effect.

Construction phase disruption

Construction should take eight to 12 months,
depending on weather conditions. The developer will
work with West Lothian Council on a construction
management plan. In response to residents’ concerns
about safety on Leyden Road, all construction traffic
will access the site from the A70 to the south. In
addition, temporary signage will be provided in the
vicinity of the A70/Leyden Road junction, and a
banksman will be employed to ensure vehicles
reversing into the site will do so under supervision.

Environmental and biodiversity
considerations

A full ecological impact assessment was conducted
and is submitted as part of the EIA.

Supply chain transparency, carbon
and environmental credibility

BLC Energy and Octopus Energy Generation are
signatories to the UK Solar Industry Supply Chain
Statement
(https://solarenergyuk.org/supply-chain-statement/).
Solar panels and associated electrical components
will be sourced from Tier 1 suppliers, ensuring full
traceability of environmental and social impacts. All
manufacturing facilities are independently assessed,
and both. It is anticipated that much of the
infrastructure will be manufactured in Asia.

Wider energy strategy and reliability

The applicant has included a BESS in the proposal to
tackle the intermittency of solar. The BESS will export
electricity to the grid when it is needed and store it
when it is not.

Information requests

e Key documents requested by
residents included:

o A construction
management plan

o A carbon lifecycle
assessment

o Biodiversity and
ecological survey
results

o Full component and
supply chain
disclosure

e A Construction Environmental Management
Plan will be provided post-consent.

e Carbon lifecycle assessment is not required.

e Biodiversity and ecological survey results are
included within the application.

e Full component and supply chain disclosure is
not included and is not typical within this sort
of application. However, the developer is a
signatory to the UK Solar Industry Supply
Chain Statement (see above).

e Visual impact assessments included.

e Landscaping included within the LVIA.



https://solarenergyuk.org/supply-chain-statement/

o Visual impact
assessments from
nearby viewpoints

o Details of landscape
planting and screening
measures
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Presentation to Kirknewton Community Council (13 May 2025)
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BLC Energy Ltd & Octopus Renewable
Infrastructure Trust (ORIT)

« BLC Energy was set up in 2022 to develop solar and BESS projects in the
UK. The 3 partners have over 60 years experience of deveiopm?
renewable energy projects and have secured planning consent for 3 solar
projects in Scotland.

* We are a Scottish company based in Perthshire with offices and team
members in Aberuthven and Edinburgh.

+ 2 partners also, directors in SLR a leading environmental and en?lilneering
consultancy with 4000 staff, will be providing specialist input into the
planning process

* We are currently developing 11 Solar and Bess projects throughout the UK
of which § are in Scotland

*In 2023 we entered into a developmen’ltj Partnership agreement with j

Octopus Energy (via Octopus Renewable Infrastructure Trust- ORIT) and
work with them on an exclusive basis.

s~

/BLC Energy Ltd & Octopus Renewable
Infrastructure Trust (ORIT)

» Octopus Renewable Infrastructure Trust (ORIT) is one of the
funds managed by Octopus Energy Generation dedicated to
operating renewable energy projects in the UK, Europe and
Australia.

* ORIT has a market capitalisation of £378m and as part of the
Octopus Energy Generation group, has £6.7bn assets under
management and a total generating capacity of 802MW (47% of
which is Solar) This equates to 362,000 homes powered by its

renewable energy each year
\- Octopus Energy is now the largest domestic energy supplier in /

the UK.




Why Solar?

« It is the cheapest and fastest way to create new energy
production in the UK.

* Provides Scotland and UK with better energy security from local
generation

*Dependable generation and proven technology

*Does not need any Govt support to build or operate- no follow
on cost to consumers

* Has minimum impact on land, environment and neighbours.
» Has potential to significantly improve local biodiversity and soil

\_ J

£

Why Kirknewton? '

* No obvious environmental constraints on the site- no
designations

«Viable grid connection to Currie via underground cabling

* Access directly off public road with minimal disruption to local
community

* Predominantly Grade 3 & 4 agricultural land classification
« Opportunity to buffer from neighbouring properties
» Supports Government targets for both Renewable Energy and

\ Solar Generation /




f'BLcm
Project Information

«40MW Solar, 9MW Battery grid connection to Currie GSP

*c51k MWh generation or c51m units of electricity each year
(equivalent to annual electricity needs of 18,888 houses-

Livingston)
* Current design based on 700w panels and 2MWh battery

* Application will go to the West Lothian Council as under 50MW

-

“BLC...
Project Location




Ongoing Activities

* Environmental studies March - October 25

*Design Freeze Oct 25

« 15t Public Exhibition June 2025

« 2" Public Exhibition October/ November 2025

* Planning submission to W Lothian Council November-

December 2025

Community Engagement

* Community Council — Kirknewton

+» Suggest a liaison group made up of 2 councillors from CC to meet regularly
to get updates on project activity .

* As it is a major application to W Lothian Council, 2 public exhibitions

are required at least 14 days apart- these will be advertised in the

ress, via the website, via the CC & by a local mailshot- suggest a
km radius from the site centre.

« 15t exhibition June 2025.

« 2" exhibition will be once final design is fixed and will show project plans,
environmental studies, visualisations, 3D model of the project in the local
area etc. Feedback forms will be provided. Suggested date
October/November 2025

» Web pages will be created to provide information on the project,

dates of key meetings, etc.
\- Will engage with other local interest groups /




Community Benefit

*BLC _Er)er?y & ORIT will set up a community benefit fund to support
local initiafives in the area.

* The design and value of this fund to be worked on with the CB
working group

* These funds are not linked to the planning determination in any way.

* Community Benefit good guidance is bein? prepared by Solar Enerﬂy
UK and once published will be forwarded o the CB workmﬁ;n\%lroup.

is likely to suggest a minimum donation of £400 per Solar

annum for the duration of the project life.

*BLC Energy & ORIT would like to offer £500 per MW per annum split
into 2 funds. One to support local projects, one to be given as grants
to local households struggling with cost of living increases, loss of

\winter fuel payment etc
Next Steps

* Environmental Surveys

* Public Exhibition June 2025
*Review of Feedback

*Report back to Community Council

per

- /




Questions & Anhswers

-

Thank you

BLC Energy Ltd

www.blcenergy.com
info@blcenergy.com
Tel: 0131 3804985

b




www.westlothiancourier.co.uk

Advert (West Lothian Courier, 5 June 2025)
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Child rc?tr;d
SUPPO
through

payment s

Over 12,000 children were
supported through the
Scottish Child Payment by
families in West Lothian.
The Scottish Child Payment
- currently £27.15 per week

for each eligible child under S

16-isakeypartafthe Scattish /
Government’s mission to
eradicate child paverty.

Independent analysis -

shows that child poverty in

Scotland is four percentage ‘@

pointslowerthanitwould be
withoutthis targeted support.

Almond Valley MSP Angela
Constance said: “Under
Tohn Swinney's leadership,
the Scottish Government
has made tackling child
povertyits top priority - and
it's working. Scotland is the
only part of the UK where
child poverty is expected
to fall directly because of
government policy.

“In Almond Valley, this
support is not just numbers
on a page - it's food on the
table, shoes on growing
feet, and breathing space for ’
families who are doing their o
verybest.

“Here in Scotland we're it
focused on getting help to
thosewho need itmost”

il

Dressed to impress Pick up the latest summer fashions at Primark based at The Centre, Livingston

STAFF REPORTER

The Centre,
which is
Scotland’s largest
shopping centres, has
over 150 great storesto
choose from including
H&M, New Look, River
Island and M&S5 and
lots of bri nt places
to enjoy a bite to eat
including Nando’s, Five
Guys, wagamama and
Las Iguanas.

‘With the first official day of
summer on june 20 almost
upon us, it's time to ditch the
heavy woollies and replace
themwithlighter and brighter
attire that'smood-boostingand
eye-catching in colour trends
like yellow, orange, red and
powderpink.

Primark have a huge
selection of summerwardrobe
staples and statement pieces
which will see you through
every occasion this season
from work and holiday wear
tocelebrations and festivals.

There's a great range of
accessories too including

Win a £25 gift card to
end at The Centre

suitcases, travel pillows,
handheld fans and bags
covering all sizes, coloursand
stylesto suiteveryone like cross
body, bucketand totes.

Ifyou are planning to spruce
up your summer footwear,
check out the latest range of
footbed, flip flops and sliders
for men, women and kids.

To be in with a chance
of winning a £25 Gift Card
to spend at The Centre,
Livingston, simply send your
answer to the competition
question below to ross.
thomson@reachple.com by
Monday, June9.

‘When doessummerofficially
start?

A-June20

B-June25

C-June27

Treat your dad with an £800
makeover with The Centre,
Livingston competition. See
Page 16 for more info.

For full details of all the
activities and events within
The Centre, check out www.
thecentrelivingston.com.
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Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm: Pre-application Consultation Public Events
THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 7

Proposal

Development of a solar farm consisting of ground-mounted
photovoeltaic (PV) solar modules with an estimated export capacity
of up to 4OMW, supported by a 9MW battery energy storage
system (BESS) and associated infrastructure on land 1.5km south
of Kirknewton, at Leyden Road, East Calder, EH27 8DQ.

BLC Energy is holding public exhibitions as part of its pre-application
community consultation for this development proposal. A second set
of public events should be held in autumn/ winter 2025.

Events will be held at:

Kirknewton Village Hall, 2 Main Street,
Kirknewton, EH27 8AH

Thursday 12 June 2025, 4pm-8pm
A virtual event will take place on:
Monday 16 June, 6.30pm-7.30pm
Further information can be found at the QR code or by
emailing info@blcenergy.com

bl

You can make comments on the proposals directly to the
developer at this stage, either at the above events, by emailing the

above address or filling in a feedback form at www.blcenergy.com.

We kindly ask for comments by Tuesday 1July.

Site boundary
| @ \ trig :
‘ KIRKNEWTON
< _SOLAR PROJECT
1 - \ { Leas
‘ g | =L

_—

Please note that comments made to BLC Energy at this time are not representations
to the planning authority, West Lothian Council. Formal representations can be
made to West Lothian Council once a planning application has been submitted.




Invitation to neighbours (delivered from 27 May 2025)

"'B

Energy '

Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm:
First public exhibition

We have the pleasure of inviting you to attend the first public
exhibition for the proposed Kirknewton Solar and Battery and Energy
Storage System (BESS) Farm on land 1.5km south of Kirknewton, at
Leyden Road, East Calder, EH27 8DQ.

e

Join us at the : ﬂ- 3
public exhibition:
Thursday 12 June 2025
4pm-8pm

Kirknewton Village
Hall, Main Street,
Kirknewton, EH27 8AH

An online presentation i
will take place on Monday '
16 June, 6.30pm-7.30pm

These events are being
held by BLC Energy Ltd.

Bl |
[=]5F7a ) )
About Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm
Kirknewton Sclar and BESS Farm The project will generate enough energy
will comprise approximately 83,000 to provide the equivalent electricity
individual solar panels with an export needs of over 12,500 homes per year.

capacity of 40MW and a Battery and
Energy Storage System (BESS) with a
capacity of 9MW. The development will
supply power directly to the National
Grid via the Currie substation.

Kirknewton Solar and BESS will
generate an annual community benefit
fund worth £500 for every megawatt
(MW) of export capacity on site, for the
40-year project life.




83,000 LOMW

individual solar panels export capacity

We welcome your feedback

This exhibition is an opportunity to You can comment on the proposals
see up-to-date plans for the project, directly to the developer at this stage,
including photomontages and a 3D either at the public exhibition or by

model, ask the project team questions  emailing info@blcenergy.com.

and provide feedback on our proposals.

) ) R We kindly ask for comments by
The information boards and the availability Tuesday 13uly

to provide feedback on the proposal will
also be available on the website.

Please note that cornments made to BLC Energy at this time are not representations to the planning
authority, West Lothian Council. Formal representations can be made to West Lothian Council once a
planning application has been submitted.

] =

—
Further information about the If you have any questions or would
project can be found on the like to provide feedback, please
website www.blcenergy.com email us at info@blcenergy.com
About us

Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm is being developed by BLC Energy and
owned by TRIO Power Limited. TRIO is owned by the Octopus Renewable
Infrastructure Trust (ORIT), a fund managed by Octopus Energy Generation
(OEGEN). OEGEN is one of the largest renewable energy investors in Europe,
managing more than 230 large-scale green energy projects with a combined
capacity of 3.25GW.




Welcome

Welcame ta thiz public exhibition for the proposed Kirknewton
Solar and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Farm, on land
1.5km south of Kirknewton, at Leyden Road, Fast Calder, EH27 8DQ.

Consultation and your feedback

Todday's event is 50 you can

* Learn more about tha varlous
aspects ol our propasal,

- Bee visua |sations of the solar and
BESS farm from different Iocations.

- Talk to cut team about the scheme
and give feadback on our propasal,

83,000

Individusl selsr panels

About us

Kirknawtan Soler and BESS Farm is being devaioped by BLE Ensrgy, a
Parthshira-based Scottish renewable anergy devaloper. TRIO Power Limted
awns the project, TRIQ Pawer 15 ownad and funded by the Qotopus Renswable
Infrastructure Trust {ORIT), a funo managed by Octopus Enargy Goneration
{OEGEN) and part of the Octopus Energy Group. DEGEN iz one of kurope's lagest
renewable snergy investors, managing more than 230 large-scale graen enargy.
projects with a combined capacity of 3,256,

Si"mcs octopus ienewchies octopus t-‘:ln.ergy

iInfrastromre trust

Exhibition boards (Thursday 12 June)

‘ac_r PO ac_r PBE

Our proposal

Thie Kitknawton Salar and BESS

Farm wormiplses:

« 40MW of sotar expart capacity,
compriaing 83,008 saler photoveltaic
panels up ta 2,8m high;

« B megawatts (MW) BESS: and

- Associated (nfrastructure like ascess
tracks, translarmers and fencipg.

Thee devalopment will ganarats
anauah renewable energy ta provide
the aquivalent nezds of over 12,600
hames par yoar,

We believe this is an llent site for a solar farm because
¥, « o —
-@- 4 .=
L 4E
Viable hatlonal Grid Ne obvisus enviranmental
Good solar rediation conmestion of teahnical cottrsinte

Why solar power?

« Bolar can already produce as much
ag 20% of UK electneity at ditterent
points in the yezr

- Solar power generation is extremely
reliable because we knavw the exact
tima of surrise snd sunset each
day. This means wa can acourately
feracast the elactricity generation
from a solar eystem.

« Tne primary Input - light - is lree, so
Its price is much less volatila than
Tessil luels.

- ‘Golar farms can support oiodiversity
by Auppniting naw and =xisting plant
and animal lifa. The panels don't
take up the whole sita, which means
apace can be set aside for new
hadgarmws, grazing and reswaration.

Fead more about the benefits of solar
powdr i Evarytning Under the Sun,
published by the Solar Enasgy UK.

www.solarenargyuk.org

It you e any commanta or quastians about any
plensn taik t tha project

pro; & membar
or vial} aur withiaite.
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Biodiversity net gain

Kirknewton Solar end BESS Farm will conserve, restore and
enhance biodiversity following national and local guidance,

Bats

We aim to be bat-frignaly. To support

bats araund the site, we will

- follow the most recent NaturaScot
guldance about bats and sofar farms;

- create commuting corridors, stand-

Landscape and environ mental off distances from suitable habilat,
consideratinns and we'll supplement vegstation and
3 " R hedging to suUpport connectivity with
We’'|l be undertaking a series of assessments and studies across the woodland stands; and Birds
site and its boundaries. Some of these are already underway. undertake ground-level ree To benalit breeding Lilrds anel species
assessments to look for treas with lik= the yellowhammer, [apwing and
A t E | potential roost features and buffer wrans, wea will:
SHOSAIE L0 09y SuIVEys these where sppropriate. + seed a wildHower and grass mix
« Landscape and vizual « UK habltat classification survey within the site that is appropriate to
« Landsoape and ecofogical mitigation « Pratected mammals the local area; and
« | y ecological app Great Crested Newt habitat « greate a sirip betwean the solar panels
- Outline bicdiversity enhancement sultabllity index aqd fenging, Ide_ally around faur metres
Imanagement plan + Daylime bal walkover wn?m. and leave it mos:ly unmanaged.
e e & dilsvsl This will areata differant heights of
‘ risk and drainage + Ground-lavel trae assessmant grasses,which Is good for hunting;
« Transport Breeding bird surveys
* Noise + Winttering bird surveys Trees and hedgerows
+ Glint & glare + Terestrial mammal We will maintain existing and plant
« Gultural heritage + Bat amergence survays naw trees and hodgerows to improve
< Oulline hattery safaty « Dtter and vols suitahility sareaning, s well as creata naw
managament plan Assessmant wiidlite corrldors.

+ Badger monitoring

11 you have any commants of guestions about any espect:
of th Ik to @ membar. jact team
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Battery Energy and Storage System (BESS)
Why does the site include a BESS?

Battery storage, or battery energy storage
systems (BESS), ore devices that enable
anergy from renewables, ke solar and
wind, to be stored and then released
when the power s nesdec most.

BESS Features
Cells and containers: We'll have
approximately 96 battery cells
housed within six cantainers, The
axact mode| and manufacturer will
be detarmined later, but they will be
a maximum nefgnt of 2.6m,
Layout: The containers will be pleced
on & raised platform, with 0,5m
between cach contanar
Security: The BESS will be secured
by 2.4m tall fencing.

Battery storage technology has a key
part to play in enzuring homes and
businassas can ba powerad by graen
enengy, evan when the sun isn't shining
or the wind hzs stopped blowing.

« Maonitoring and control; Each of
the containers will have early
warning s2nsars,

Safety: Each of the cells/
containers will ba fitted with 2 water
SUPRTESSion systam.

« Location: We've placed the BESS In
a part of tha site whera visual impact
iz minimised and it is aver 500m from
any property.

« Access: The BEES will have two
access points far vehicles,

Community benefit fund

Kirknewtan Salar and BESS Farm wil
generate an annual cammunity benafit
fund worth £500 for every megawatt
(MW of expart capacity on g,

This aquates to £20,000 per annum
for the 40-year pioject i, to be split
between local initiatives and grants
lezal households,

We would like to work with Kitknewton

[ ity Council and Kirk on
Community Develooment Trust to declde
haw best 1o distribute the fund.

£20,000 po

for the 40 year project |fespan

Tell us your ideas

What 2re your priorties for the local area? Whara do you think this
fund could do the most good? Pleass inform a member of the team ar
fill imane of our feedback forms.
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Next steps

Today's event is part of the public consultation being undertaken
by BLC Energy to provide information and collect feedback about
our proposal for Kitknewton Solar and BESS Farm.

Your comments will help improve the We will hold another evant in wintar
quality ol ow planmng application 2025, and hopa to submita planmng
and Inform related propesals for & application in late 2025 o West
cammunity benefit fund. Lothizn Council.
|
We'd like your feedback

We'll usa the thoughts and comments you provide today 1o
shape our proposals. Fill In a feadback lorm today or use our
online form. Please provide all commants by Tuesday 1 July.

Thank you for coming today

flaanz note that ezmmanss made fo BLO Exergy t thes time are net tepreseatations ko 1he planning sutherite Ther wil
bean o presantations ¥ Shtean CaLr phaaning appicsticn has tean submiites.

Stay in touch

wi.bloenergy.com info@blcenergy.com




Feedback form (June 2025)
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Eneray

Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm Feedback form
Do you support the use of solar energy in Scotland?

[ Yes ] No 1 Neutral

Are you supportive of our proposal for Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm in principle?

] ‘ery supportive [su prortive ["] Newutral ] Opposad ] Very opposad

Which of the following do you think would be a benefit of Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm?
[ Cresting a reliable supply of renewable eneray

[ petatively low visual impact

[ Contribution to local and national net zero targets

[ Low maintenance, little noise

Do you have any concerns about our proposal?

Do you have any suggestions for how the associated community benefit fund could be used |ocally?

Do you wish to be kept informed of our proposals for Kirknewton Solar Farm and BESS
Please tick the box and include your email address balow.
Cves  [INe

Ernail address (Print)

Thank you for your feedback.
Please hand this completed guestionnaire in or alternatively send to:

BLC Energy Ltd, Unit 4, Mulllon House,
Aberuthven Enterprise Park, Maidenglain Place,
Aberuthven, Perthshire, PH3 1EL

info@blcenergy.com wwiw.blcenergy.com

Privacy Staterment/Data Protection

By completing this feedback questionnaire, you are sgresing wiz (BLC Eneray Lid] can neld the process data in refation o the
current public cansultation sxercise for the purposes of Kirkn 1 Solar & BESS Farm. We baold sl persoral date in sccordance
with the Gensral Dates Protection Regulation |GOFPR) (EU] 2016/673 ard your personal date will not be transferred oulside of the
Eurapsan Economic Arsa. We will only shareyour persanal data with members of tha Kirknswion Salar & BESS Farm project tzam
for planning evaluation purposes only. Your identifiable personal data will not be used for any other purposes without your consent
We will use your oata to: Send you updates about the project (wnere you provide us with contact detalls end Indicate that vou
wolld like to receive such updates), In the event a Pre-Application Consultation report s subrmitted with the planning application,
your comments will be anonymized, and we will anly identily you in the report or any related documentation with your permissian.

ME: ANY COMMENTS MADE TO THE APPLICANT DURING THIS EXHIBITION DO NOT AFFECT YOUR STATUTORY RICHTS TO MAKE
REPRESENTATIONS TO THE PLANNING AUTHORITY ON THE PLANNING APPLICATION ITSELF
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= Make your voice heard

boundary
changes

The views of West Lothian

residents are set to be sought
over plans to change both
primary and secondary
boundaries in Bathgate and
the north of West Lothian
from Augustnext year.

A consultation has been
launchedto changeanumber
of schoal catchments , with
theaim of making sure they fit
betterwith local community
ties as well as community
council and natural
geographic houndaries.

One of the key aims of
the proposals is to address
longstanding community
wishes for the whole of the
Wester Inchareain Bathgate
to be part of the catchment
for Simpson Primary and
Bathgate Academy. Other
changes would see the
Standhill and Inchcross areas
moved from the Windyknowe
Primary and Armadale
Academy catchments

The proposed changes
would not impact on any
pupils currently attending
West Lothian schools.The
consultation runs until
October 10 and to take part
visit the council website,

Allsmiles Members of Linlithgow RFC Male Voice Choir

ROSSTHOMSON

Members of Li
RFC Male Voice Choir are
making preparations for
their new 2025/26 musical
programme.

Ahead of that, the choir are
inviting prospective new members
tocome alongand meetthematan
open eveningat Linlithgow Rugby
Club on Monday, September 8,
startingat 7.45pm.

Choir chairman Jim Carlin is
hoping for a good turnout on the
open night.

He said: “We had a wonderful
2024/25season, which endedwith
ahugely enjoyable tour to Denmark
inMay.

“Wealso continued to raise funds
for many good causes - including
bursting the £20,000 barrier for
cumulative funds raised for CHAS
(Children’s Hospices Across
Scotland) and taking the total to
£20,615.

“Newmembersjoiningthe Choir
isextremelyimportant to make sure
we have the flexibility and capacity
to meet increasing performance
demands, sonewsingers are always
extremelywelcome”

Inrecentyearsthe choirhas seen
a healthy growth in numbers and
so iswell used to welcoming and
supporting new members.

Events organiser Chris Thomas
added: “We're very much a
commumity-based choir, butwe've
always also enjoyed our overseas
tours and have performed with
other choirs at some wonderful
venues including the Royal Albert
Hallin London and the Usher Hall
inEdinburgh.

“Keeping high performance
standards alongside the great
camaraderie and fun we have
together is extremely important -
as are our fundraising efforts.

“New members are always very
welcome, soif you enjoy singing -
and perhaps have been considering
joining a choir for some time.

“Why not come along and meet
us?

“We're avery friendly bunch!”

The choir apen eveningwill take
place on Monday, Septernber 8, at
7.45pm at Linlithgow Rugby Club,

For more information on the
choir visit the website at htips://
www linlithgowrfcmalevoicechoir.
co.uk. Alternativelyvisit the choir’s
Facebook page.
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Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm: Pre-application Consultation Public Event

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 7

Proposal

Development of a solar farm consisting of ground-mounted
photevoltaic (PV) solar modules with an estimated export capacity
of up to 40MW, supported by a 9MW battery energy storage
system (BESS) and associated infrastructure on land 1.5km south
of Kirknewton, at Leyden Road, East Calder, EH27 8DQ.

BLC Energy is holding their second public exhibition as part of its pre-
application community consultation for this development proposal.

Events will be held at:

Kirknewton Village Hall, 2 Main Street,
Kirknewton, EH27 8AH

Thursday 25 September 2025, 4pm-8pm

A virtual event will take place on:
Monday 29 September, 6.30pm-7.30pm

Further information can be found at the QR code or by
emailing info@blcenergy.com

Site boundary

You can make comments on the proposals directly to the developer
at this stage, either at the above events, by emailing the above
address or filling in a feedback form at www.blcenergy.com.

We kindly ask for comments by Tuesday 7 October 2025.

Please note that comments made to BLC Energy at this time are not representations
tothe planning authaority, West Lothian Council. Formal representations can be made
to West Lothian Council once a planning application has been submitted.




Invitation to neighbours (delivery started 2 September 2025)






Exhibition boards (Thursday 25 September)
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Welcome

Welcome to the second public exhibit'on for the proposed
Kirknewton Solar Farm and Battery and Enargy Storage Systam
(BESS] development, located on land sauth of Kirknewtan, at
Leyland Road, East Calder, EH27 8DQ.

Your feedback

Updated layout

Wa have made changes 1o the proposed layout of Kirknewton Solar
and BESS Farm based on the feedback received at the first public
exhibition and the resulls of environmental surveys.

We havs alterad the layout so that tha solar farm and BESS haye a minimal impaot
an the lecal nelghbodrhaod and or Lwihie tha

remains vishls.

We have used the fesdback from our
first axhibition, held in June 2026, as
well as other corespondence ano
aonvarsations with local people, t
Infarm and update our proposal. We
liaved inadl e clranges W Lhe layoul,
added information abour the Battary
Energy Storage System (BESS), the
gommunily bensfil scheme and more.
Thank you far all your commants sa far,
and we look farward to hearing further
sugaestions lram you loday,

'

£t - i N We have...
We beli this is an 1t site for a sclar farm because Maved the 3E55 further north,
i oy * p— slightly dawnhill, to creats 2 E0m
- ‘ > o — buffer fram the wateroourse on the
yd 4k Ik o= site’s sauthern edge

* Increased the bufler between
the sofar panels and the houses
al Newlandsz 1o allow space for
additional planting 1o reduce views
of the project from those houses.

Mo abvicus environments|
or technical constraints

Viabla Kational Grid
oonnecthon

Good imadianca

About us

Kirknewton Solar and 2ESS Farm |2 belng develapad by BLT Energy, a Perthshire-
based renewnble energy developer, on behalf of TRIO Power Limited, TRIO Pawer

Is wned and Tunged by the Delopus Renewable Infrastructure Trust (ORITh 2 tund
managad by Octopus Enargy Genaration [OEGEN) and part of e Dotopus Enargy
Group, OEGEN s ane of the largest renewable energy investars in Europe, maraging
more than 200 large-scale greon enoigy projocts with a combined capacity of J256W,

PBI.C: ) octorpl.s renawekiss OCOPUS ENEIL)Y

T e Erust

« Inzluded new hedgerows and tree

planting = reduce vigws from the
narth and west.

< Ineluded an sssemant of 10m shorg

the water mam that orosses tha sile o
comply with Scattish Water guldance.

- Adjusted the fenca ling in the

eastern land parcel to ensure that
walking socess araund the figlc
perimetars remang agen.
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Your feedback and questions from the first
round of consultation

Using land for agriculture or renewable energy

Our response
The lznc capability for agn culture
rating for this site 15 3.2 and 4.2: 1t s
nat prime agricultural and.

Class 3.2 - Land oapable of s
average production, thaugh high
yhalds of barley, cats and crazs can
be chtainad. Grass leys a1 cammon.
Class 4.2 - Lend capabic of
produsing & narow ranga af arops,
primarlly on crassland with short
arable braaks ol forage crops.

Thiz allgne with Bcottish Gevernmant
NPF4 guldance, which states that
renawanke erercy projects should not
b restricted dua to agrioultural land
use classification

If the soiar farm |5 consentad, the lend
will be used for shesp grazing, which is
an angelng agricultural use, Both farms
currently have Hooks of sheep,

Climate change poses a significant
threat 1o food security in the UK, as it
digrupts growing seasans. affets crop
yields and increases the frequency of
extrema wanther svents liks Hoods
and droughts.

Farming businesses need to diversify
1o remain viaoie. Land js already used
for many nan-facd purposes, from tree
plarting and envirgnmental gehemas
to pony paddooks, campsites and orops
for the distilling industry. Renswable
energy i ancther part of that mix, This
project will zllaw the landowners to
relrvest in thair farming businesscs,

With & recent study waming that
aver a third of farms could go out of
business within five years, projects
like this provide a vital lifsline,

4
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Your feedback and questions from the first

round of consultation

Transport, vehicular access and construction

Our response

< &l vehicdlar transport will acoess
the glta from the south via the A70
and onto Layden Road.

- This follows feedback suggesting
that acoess from tha narth via
Kirknewton would net be suitable
ue to the nammow bridge gap and
blind bends.

& Tranzpart Statamant will suppart
the application for the proposce
development, This will provide the
detalls of dellveries and any traffic
management measures requirad.

Sourcing the panels, equipment and infrastructure

Cur response
‘Tha vast majority of the warld's solar
panels are manufactured |n China.

Both BLS Energy ond Ontopus hove
signed up o the Solat Energy UK
Supply Chaoln Statement, This Includes
a cammitment to minimise and reducs
the impact of axtracting raw materials,
toconsarve water and to lower carbon
amissions across the value chain, ard
o ensure the industry is free of any
numan rights abuses, ineluding forced
Eabiour, anywihers In the gichal supply
ahaln, lor 2ny oo punent.

Oorapus Is also a membar of the
Solar Stewardship Initiative, which
means [t will only source panels
fram tier one manufacturers that are
Independently assessed.

Find out more
wivw.solarenargyulk.org

org
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Your feedback and questions from the first

round of consultation

Recreational access

Our response

&l the cammon walking routes around
the sitz will remain apen. Tne salar
ferm will require smme fancing, but

bt will be limited o around the solar
pangls ann BFSE, Grass strips of land
will b I8ft batween the fence and fisld
rrarging, which people can walk on.

Wi changed the site design toaddrass
these concems - as you can see from
the updated layout, we adjustad the
fence linss in the eastern part of the
site &0 that walking aocess amound the
field ramainad.

Tree planting and screening

Qur response

* Motrees wil be out dawn to builc
and oprrate this soheme

« Naw hedgeraws 2nd native
wacaland wiil be olanted to
increase screaning of tne scheme
whila enqancing the natural habltat
for birds; mammals and nsects.

« ‘We will add additional hedgerow
planting alongside the panels
to minimise vidual impact from
Kirknewton and other settlements.
Pleaze laok at the computerised 50
model at this axhibiticn w getan
idea of what this mignt loox fike.

- & habitat manogemant pkan will
be develepad with Wesl Lothian
GCoungil to ensure the right trag
specles are used 10 maxlimise
habitat banetit.

Battery Energy and Storage System (BESS)

Why does the site include a BESS?

Battery storage. or battery energy storage systems (BESS), are devices that enable
enaigy lrom ranewables, ke sola and wird, 1o be slored and then wigasad whan the

power is reedad most

The BESS part of our proposal comprises

Approximataly 86 battery cells and
Imverters ard housad within six
containers, Tne containers will have a
maximum helght ol 2.6m,

The containgrs will be placed ona
raised platform, with 0.5m between
=ach containges.

The 2ESS will be seoured by 2.4m
tall tercing.

Ono watar tank, approximataly
2.2m high,

Safety

We moved the BESS inrespense
ta advice fram hydrologists due to
proximity to a Scottish Water asset -
please sea (e updated layout board.
It |5 over SO0m from residantial
properties,
It in alnsa to the site acners,
with two dadinaten entry paints,
should thars be a need for
amengency a00ess,

Cur response
BESS safety is ensured via rmgllations,
site-gpaciic teatures and best peactice.

The units irolude sarly warning fire
detestlon and suppression, thermal

management and bast-in-class design,

installation and malntenance, The units
snouid not omit any gases.

ansure tha systam performs well and
the risk of ary failures is min mized.
Dur design will follow the most up-o-
date guidance and reguirements from
the Mationzl Fire Chizfs Courcil.

A Battery Safety Management Plan
wiil be submitted as part of our

We will sonduot regular
malnt@nanca af the ind vidual units ta

planning
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Community benefit fund

Kirknewton Solar & BESS Farm will generate an annual community
benefit fund worth £500 for evary megawatt (MW) of export capagity
for its 40-year project life.

‘e have mat with the communizy
counci and the Kirknowton Sommunity
Devalopmeant Trust to discuss some
possible uzes lar the community benafit
fund, and we received suggestions from
Iocal peapla.

Your suggestions

Enzure bansfits go to
the houses closest to
the developmant

Creata |ocal amenities for

teanagers and other age groups:
a basketball court or a cale

Our response

1 e apalicalion |s approved, we will work with the cammunity ceuncil and local
devalopment tuat o develon the fund and incorpomte your suggestions.,

‘We are happy 10 hear mese thoughts and further suggestions for how the maney
could be irvestad looally - plesss =il us your prortiss.
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Next steps

Thenk you for attending the second and final public consultation on
the Kirknewton Solar and BESS development,

&n online presentation will be Reld

on Monday 28 September 2025 at
6:30pm. If you waould like to-attend,
please cantact info@blecenargy.com ar
submit a request via the websita using
the @R code,

Pleasa share your feedback inongs of
the forms provided or via our website
oy Tuesday 7 October 2026, Your
eommants will be cratelully recoived
ond will helg ta Inform the finsl praject
submission and aliocation of the
CGommunity Benefit Fund,

Timeline

Wa plan to submit the plarning
spalication to West Lothizn Council
lowaids the end of October 2025,
Wa will continue to engage with
the community council and other
Interasted partles.

We currently have 3 grid connection
datz for 2030 nd are warking with the
prid operalors (o advance this, Any new
pornection date will [Kely be known In
sally 2026, after which we can confirm
our canstruction imetable.

We'd like your feedback

Please take the timea 1o complate the teedback
form and submit this to BLC Energy Lid na later

than Tuesday 7 October 2025.

I you bave any commants of gueslions aboul any aspect
of the projeat, please talk 1o a membar af the project team,

Flmsmati rwafis Cht commn mese 10 HLE Eniogy el his finie i ol easssaalian ok
Wiez: Lotk Couacil, Foemal ieprezenitasicns can be mics 1o

baz beon zuamikad

Lathian Caunci cres

Thank you for coming today.




A1 exhibition boards (Thursday 25 September)

I Traffic and Transport

Landscape & visual impact

Lendscape and visunl surveys,
Ingluding baseling photography

&dge of the site to soreen solar

panels from (he houses al Newlands,

A site visil has been undertaken by
a qualified transport engingsr to
ASEEES ACCEES AMANGEMEnts.
Traffic surveys have also been

to infarm the C

Thase will be maintained far
construction and sperational access
2t both site accessas.

The Construction Traffio

Traffic Managament Plan.
Wisibility splays have besn agreed
with the West Lathian Counail,

al Plan sets out control
measuras, including restricted
delivery times, wheel cleaning and
dust and nolse suppression.

and photomontages, have boen
compisted scross tha site and enhanoed to increase soraening
surraunding study ares, from |.eyden Road.

Potential visual iImpacts on | native planung
propertios have bean identified. wlll be undertaken to provide
Appropriate native tres species will screening around the western and
be plented on the south-eastem northern boundaries.

Existing hedgarows will be




Arboriculture

Atree survey wan L]
nssess the woodland around thi site
A0CESEE pOints.

The survey found that the woodland
Iz of a type known a5 Long
Established Woodland of Prantation
Ofigin. However, most of Lhe trees
are oonsidered to be vary low quality.

\BESLIER 10 pres and enhance
the guality of woodland within the
site have been incorporatad into the
design of the development.

Raot Protection Areas will be
maintalned during construction and
aperation of the developmant.

Lorviacs stie

Hydrology

A bydrology walkover survey
has cenfirmed the locotion of
watercoursas within and around the

& Sustainable Dralnage System
[SuDS), comprising a detention basin,
filter drains and pipes has been

site. The survay al any
arens of patentlal localised fooding.
Chenges to water guality within
these watercourses has been
identified as a potential impact.
Approptlate distances batwaan
ihe devolopmen! companents and
has been i P o
inta the design.

T into tha dasign. The
basin has been dasigned to retain any
podluted runatf in the uniikoly svent of
& [ire ot the battery units.

4 10m buffer has been incorporatad
Inta the design. on elther side of o
Scotlish Wator mains pipa thal runs
unidet the site,

Noise, Glint and Glare
Baseline noise monitoring has been
compiated st key nearby sensitive
residential receptars.

Nouse limits and working hours will
be agreed with the council as part
of a Censtruction Envirmnmental

g Flan,

There are no P
within 500m of the BESS and 100m
of the solar panels and inverters.
Wi are oollsborating with
tsahnology providens (o ensure
eperational noise complies with
Went Lothian Council guidance.

Ecology & ornithology

A habitat survey has confirmed that the
it consints of gresslends snd omble
fand, surounded by some woodland,
hodgenews and gorsa serub,

Tha Glint and Glare assessment of
tha final design has confirmed that
nn significant impacts have heen
identifisd from the aolar panets.

Impacts on protected mammal and
bird species hove besn mitigated
thiough appropriate habitat butters
within the design,
N

Potantial to a
birds, bats and other protectad
mammal spacies has been identified.
Mitigation for bats has baaen
incorporatad (nto the design through
iate buffers from i
and trees that provide sultable
habitat for feraging and teeding.

= willl take place near
1o suiteble habitats during the bird
breeding season.

Wildflowar maadows will be
astabiished and maintained and
details of these will be included
within the Landsoape Mitigation Plan,



Cultural heritage

Degk-based research and 3 walkover
of the site has been undertaken by &
chanered archaeologist.

The tesearch and walkover
confirmed that the ruins of Newlands
farmstead is Incated cantrally within
the site, on the northern bank of
Graen Burmn., This feature has no
protected designation.

No additional known heritage assats
nave been identified within the site,
No solar panels will be located
within or in the vicinity of the former
farmstead. Therefors, thers will be na
direct impact.



Feedback form
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“BiC...

Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm Feedback Form

Do you support the use of solar energy in Scotland?

Yes

L _No

[ Neutral

Are you supportive of our proposal for Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm in principle?
[ Very supportive

| supportive

[ Neutral

__ Opposed

[IVery opposed

Which of the following do you think would be a benefit of Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm?
| Creating a reliable supply of renewable energy

" Relatively low visual impact

[ Contribution to local and national net zero targets

__ Low maintenance, little noise

Do you have any concerns about our proposal?

Do you have any suggestions for how the associated community benefit fund could be used locally?

Do you wish to be kept informed of our proposals for Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm?
Please tick the box and include your email address below,

ves CINo Ernail address (Print)

Thank you for your feedback.
Please hand this completed questionnaire in or alternatively send to the address
below by Tuesday 7th October:

BLC Energy Ltd, Unit 4, Mulllon Hause,
Aberuthven Enterprise Park, Maidenplain Place,
Aberuthven, Perthshire, PH3 1EL

info@blcenergy.com | | www.blcenergy.com

Brivacy ] By enmileting this e itm, yols are ageening shat we (ALE Enargy L) can Fald the proeess data i elation
totne curent aublic consultaton exercise for the purpases of Kirknswton Solar andd BESS Farm. We hald all personal datz in accardancs with the Genaral Data
Profectian Regulation {COPR] 2016673 and yaur peraanal data will nal ae transerod eutslds ef the Sufopean Ezanamie &rsa, Wa will anly share your
persaral dats with members = Wirknewton Selsr and IESS Farm proect team for plann ng evaluation surpeses only. vour jd labile nersanal data will nat
ba ussd for any ather purpobes without your consent, We will use your data to Send you updates about the project [where you provide us with cantact details
ang indicste that you would like to recelve such updatzs]. In the event a Pre-Applicston Coneulmation repoet s submitted witn the planning applicstior, your
comrments will be anorymisad. snd we will only identify vou in the report orany refsted an with your permission

HNB: ANY COMMENTS MADE TO THE APPLICANT DURING THIS EXHIBITION DO NOT AFFECT YOUR STATUTORY RIGHTS TO MAKE REPRESENTATIONS TO THE
PLANNING AUTHORITY ON THE PLANNING APPLICATION ITSELF




Press release

PRESS RELEASE
15 September 2025

Kirknewton residents invited to view updated Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm plans

BLC Energy is holding a second public exhibition for its proposed solar and battery energy
storage system (BESS) farm on land off Leyden Road, 2km southwest of Kirknewton village in
West Lothian.

The event will take place from 4-8pm on Thursday 25 September at Kirknewton Village Hall,
EH27 8AH.

An online presentation will take place from 6.30-7.30pm on Monday 29 September, for those
who cannot attend in person.

The project team will be on hand to answer questions and share information.

They will also show the updated layout of the solar and BESS farm following feedback from the
first exhibition, and share some of the preliminary survey results from the Environmental Impact
Assessment.

Neil Lindsay, managing director of BLC Energy, said: “We have made changes to the layout in
response to the various environmental surveys and feedback from neighbours and residents.

“We have increased the buffer between the solar panels and the houses at Newlands to allow
space for additional planting, and included new hedgerows and tree planting to reduce views
from the north and west.

“We have also adjusted fence lines to ensure that walking access around the field perimeter
remains, and focused on biodiversity enhancement to help the local environment.

“We hope to see a lot of people at the event, and we would like to thank them for the local
knowledge and the feedback they have passed on so far - it has really helped inform our
proposal and had an impact on the design.”

Kirknewton Solar Farm and BESS will have an export capacity of 40MW of solar energy and
9MW of battery storage. The project will connect via an underground cable to the grid at Currie
substation.

Kirknewton Solar & BESS Farm will generate an annual community benefit fund worth £500 for
every megawatt (MW) of export capacity for its 40-year project life.

Neil Lindsay said: “We have already had some exciting conversations about how the community
benefit fund could be used - including some really innovative suggestions. We hope to continue



working with the local community council to progress those, but we are keen to hear from local
people about their priorities for how the fund should be spent.”

Visit https://www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton/ for more information or to sign up for the
online exhibition.

ENDS



https://www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton/

Website assorted screenshots
(https://www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton/)
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Project: Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm
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https://www.blcenergy.com/projects/kirknewton/

Presentation to Kirknewton Community Council (14 October 2025)
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Kirknewton Solar and BESS Farm

Presentation to Community Council
14 October 2025
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Agenda

1. Project Information
2. Location

3. Project Design

4. Updated Design
5.
6
7
8
9
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Updated Layout

. Buffers from Newlands
. Landscape Mitigation Plan
. Community Engagement

Next steps
Q&A
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Project Information

* 40MW Solar, 9MW Battery grid connection to Currie GSP

* c51k MWh generation or c51m units of electricity each year
(equivalent to annual electricity needs of 18,888 houses-
Livingston-19,000 in 2022 Census)

* Current design based on 760w panels and 2MWh battery
* Application will go to the West Lothian Council as under 50MW
* WLC has requested EIA (c 2week delay)

o
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Project Location

L 4 ¥ (0¥ i i N i
5 f ! 5
\ Le
¥
]

S -
, - - L 4
. o
\ | R
\ WA .
== L~ | (=3
\ \ | A
L \ = 5 ! "
] | e e 7
) L W

f BLC...
Starting Project Design




f BLC...
Updated layout

* 10m Stand Off from Scottish Water main

* Moved Bess slightly North to allow 50m buffer from watercourse
* Increased buffer between panels and Newlands properties

* New hedgerows and trees in North & West

* Amended fence line on East to ensure space for walking route

\_

“BiC...
Buffers from Newlands
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Landscape Mitigation Plan
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Community Engagement

\_

* Feedback so far

15t Exhibition

* 40 attended & registered (186
invited by post)

* 5feedback forms returned

* 4 emails received (including 1 from
MSP). All replied to. One wanting to
lodge objection- Newlands resident

* On-line presentation - 10
registered and joined

Exh.1
Feedback
Question

Do you support use of
Renewable Energy in
Scotland?

Yes-5
No-0

Neutral - 0

Are you supportive of

our proposal for the
Kirknewton Solar &
BESS in principle?

Very Supportive- 3

Supportive - 1
Neutral - 1
Opposed -0
Very Opposed -0

j




fs:_cm
Community Engagement

* Feedback so far
2"d Exhibition
* 34 attended & registered (186
invited by post)
* 5 feedback forms returned
* 1 emails received & replied to.

* On-line presentation - 7 registered
3 attended

\_

Exh. 2
Feedback

Question

Do you support use of | Are you supportive of

Renewable Energy in
Scotland?

Yes-4
No-0

Neutral - 1

our proposal for the
Kirknewton Solar &
| BESS in principle?

Very Supportive - 0
Supportive - 4
Neutral - 1
Opposed- 0

Very Opposed -0

f BLC...
Next Steps

* Report back to Community Council

* Grid Reform feedback Q1 2026
* 2029 Construction starts
* 2030 Current Grid connection date

\_

* Submit Planning Application end Oct/ early Nov 2025




g BLCF"!‘-;‘!’

Questions & Answers

Thank you

BLC Energy Ltd
www.blcenergy.com

info@blcenergy.com
Tel: 0131 3804985
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